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TRE following diſcourſe, and appendix, owe their 
public appearance to the preſſing ſolicitations, which 
have been repeatedly tendered to me; and I am not 
without hope that they may be thought of ſufficient 
intereſt to draw ſome attention. 
If chriſtianity, which alone gives the rational 
expectation of a future ſtate, by announcing a 
re ſurrection, be true, of all concerns it muſt be 
of the greateſt conſequence; and to every queſtion 
that bears relation to it, muſt attach a propor- 
tionate importance. - It 1s the unhappy diſpoſition 
of too many to turn away from every thing of 
a religious nature, as falſe or frivolous, while 
ſome others, on the contrary, ſubſlitute the inven- 
tions of men for the lively oracles of God; and 
ſpend all the ſtrength of their zeal in vehement 
efforts to ſupport them, without duly enquiring into 
the evidences which uphold their claims, or without 
recurring to the great queſtion, What is truth ? 
If this were ſeriouſly reſolved, one of the benefits it 
would produce, and not to be eſteemed the leaſt, 


would be leading the mind to ſuch conſiderations as 
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tend at the leaſt to correct an over-heated imagina- 
tion, and to reſtrain an_undue ardour. To each 
belongs the liberty of judging, and deciding, for 
himſelf concerning the real meaning of every part 
of ſacred writ; but no exerciſe of it can be ſo 
improper and unjuſtifiable, as when it attempts to 
bar the claim of another to the ſame right and 
enjoyment, If that ſcheme of dottrine, which has 
been for many ages ſanctioned by worldly power, 
and uſed as an inſtrument to anſwer its purpoſes, be 
not indubitably of divine origin and authority, then 
to depart from the tenour of its preſcriptions cannot 
be to incur a juſt forfeiture of all portion and 
participation in chriſtian truth and bleſſings; and to 
merit the treatment due to an infidel. 

The queſtion on which the following diſcourſe 
hinges 1s, Whether a perſon who meets with adverſe 
circumſtances on a religious account, not as a cal- 
viniſt, but for having renounced calviniſtic dottrines, 
may be deemed a ſufferer as a chriſtian? T his ſome 
may haſtily decide in the negative, and none more 
readily than they whoſe faith is moſt implicit, and 
who have given the leaſt application to the enquiry 
after divine truth. It is to an unworthy negligence 
and remiſſneſs in this purſuit, or the common habit 


of contemplating the chriſtian diſpenſation under 


PREFACE, 111 


che influence of a powerful prepoſſeſſion, that much 
at leaſt of the general attachment amongſt chriſtians 
to the ſyſtem, which uſually bears the name evan- 
gelical, is to be aſcribed; and while ſuch cauſes 
remain, this evil which is their natural effect will be 
continued. As it is only by exciting to diligence, 
and weakening the dominion of prejudice, and thus 
in part removing the occaſions of prevailing error, 
that juſt and purely ſcriptural views of God and his 
truth are to be expected to prevail, every attempt to 
awaken and arouſe an inquiſitive ſpirit, and to un- 
fetter the mind, muſt be honourable; becauſe con- 
genial with that religion for which it is employed. 
My compliance with the deſires of friends in this 
publication is directed to this object of exciting a 
diſpoſition to ſearch the ſcriptures with an impartial 
attention, to compare one part with another; and to 
form a judgment of its contents by a perſonal 
diſcovery of divine teſtimony: and though very few 
ſhould be the inſtances in which this end may be 
anſwered, and though even but partially accom- 
pliſhed, I ſhall eſteem myſelf amply recompenſed. 
Except the ſtatement of ſentiments, the ſermon 1s 
in general nearly as it was delivered. The repre- 
ſentation of doctrinal views being originally like 


what is contained in the body of the letter addreſſed 
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to the church, it appeared proper to alter the expreſ- 
ſion to avoid a repetition, or an unſeemly breach. 
The principles remain the ſame. 

In the appendix only my own letters are inſerted. 
I had no authority for publiſhing thoſe received 
from others; and if permitted they would unneceſ- 
ſarily have made it too prolix. Theſe which appear 
are ſubmitted to public inſpection as being the moſt 
eligible mode for communicating an account of the 
ſentiments, which were ſo extremely offenſive to 
ſome of my hearers; and a narrative of the conſe- 
quent ejectment. It would have been more agreeable 
if, in repreſenting the affair, I could have made 
my ſelf Jeſs the ſubject of relation; but to the candid 
reader it muſt be obvious that, if the hiſtory com- 
priſed the particular circumſtances, the nature of 
the caſe rendered it unavoidable. To every ſuch 
reader the publication goes with ardent hopes for 
the ſucceſs of thoſe principles, which are as immove- 
able as their baſis, the rock of eternal truth; and for 
which it is reſerved by providence to ſhine with 
reſplendent glory, when prejudice and perſecution, 


ſuperſtition and folly are no more. 
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SERMON. 


1 PETER iv. 16. 

YET IF ANY MAN SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN, 
LET HIM NOT BE ASHAMED; BUT LET HIM 
GLORIFY GOD ON THIS BEHALF. t 


Tux chriſtian religion is not only ſupported in its 
truth by ſtrong and indubitable evidences, inviting 
reſearch, and bidding defiance to hoſtile ſubtilty ; 
but it is in the purport of its tidings the moſt 
excellent and valuable of all our poſſeſſions; in 
every reſpe& conducive to the trueſt comfort of 
mankind in the preſent ſtate, and to their eternal 
bleſſedneſs in the future world, to commence at the 
reſurrection of all the dead. Being thus benefictal it 
might reaſonably be expected to attract the attention, 
and to win the regard of all to whom the diſpenſation 
of it comes, and who have given to them an oppor- 
tunity of deriving ſuch unſpeakable bleſſings from 
what it declares; and if men conſulted their own 
real intereſt, and purſued their higheſt advantage as 
reaſonable beings, they would not wantonly flight 
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and profanely diſregard, but gladly receive and 
embrace the truths, the overtures, and directions, 
of the goſpel of Jeſus. But unhappily it appears 
that multitudes within the precincts of this merciful 
. diſpenſation, and within the reach of the word of 
truth, have little concern about its gracious import, 
and are eſtranged to the ſpirit which it inculcates ; 
and in many inſtances this ariſes from the directions 
which 1t imparts interfering with their inclinations, 
habits and purſuits; from their not being willing to 
endure the reſtraints on paſſion which it impoſes, or 
to comply with the duties which the goſpel injoins. 
Yet there are others who are ſo perſuaded by the 
goſpel's teſtimony, who ſo diſcover the important 
worth of its divine reality and truth, and the unble- 
miſhed beauty of all it unfolds and illuſtrates; and 
ſo feel its conſtraining influence and power, as 
cheerfully to comply with its holy injunctions, and 
to renounce all the ways of vice and ungodlineſs, as 
being utterly inconſiſtent with its purity, _ 

The cauſe of the goſpel being thus circumſtanced 
in the world, ſome approving and cordially eſteem- 
ing it, and others diſhonouring God and abuſing 
themſelves by deſpiſing and rejecting its bleſſings, it 
may be ſuppoſed that temporal evils will more or 
leſs await a profeſſion of the goſpel; and that to 
become a devout and conſiſtent chriſtian is to 
become liable to ſuffer on that account, Thus it 
was in the early times of the diſpenſation of this 
gracious religion; great was the temporal jeopardy 
in Which the infant church of Chriſt ſtood, many 
and awful were the dangers with which 1t was 
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aſſaulted, without were fightings and perſecutions, 
within were fears; many endured ſcoffings and buf- 
fetings for Chriſt's ſake, others were impriſoned, 
and ſome by martyrdom ſealed their teſtimony, and 
confirmed their attachment to the chriſtian cauſe. 
In this painful ſtate of things it was needful that 
they to whom was committed the treaſure of goſpel 
knowledge, to whom was aſſigned the part of diſ- 
penſing it to the world, and who had in charge the 
implanted intereſt of divine truth among men, ſhould 
endeavour to give them who were thus expoſed to 
afflictions proper ideas of the nature of their ſuffer- 
ings, and ſuitable intimations of their ultimate de- 
ſign; and to encourage and ſupport their minds 
under what they endured, or in the proſpett of 
approaching ſeverer tribulation. Conſidered with 
this view the addreſs of Peter was exceedingly ſea- 
ſonable and emboldening to the primitive chriſtians. 
V. 12. Beloved think it not ſtrange concerning the 
ſiery trial which is bo try you, as though ſome ſtrange 
ting happened unto you: But rejoice, in as much as 
ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings; that when 
his glory ſhall be revealed ye may be glad alſo with 
exceeding joy. If ye be reproacked for the name of 
Chriſt happy are ye; for the Spiri! of glory and of 
God reſteth upon you: on their part he is evil ſpoken 
of, but on your part he ts glorified. | 
In various inſtances the condition of the chriſtian 
religion has borne a ſtrong reſemblance to its ſtate 
as it was in the beginning, although in every age the 
circumſtances attending it have not been exactly 
ſimilar. The ſame reflections, arguments, and con- 
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4 
ſolations, which were applied by the apoſtles to 
fortify the minds of believers at firſt againſt the 


fears, and diſmay which formidable menaces might 


occaſion; and to prevent their deſpondency under 
the dread of danger, or the experience of ſuffering, 
are ever of uſe to chriſtian diſciples; and then ap- 
pear moſt excellent, and are felt moſt exhilarating 
when occurrences render them peculiarly applicable. 

Eſpecially ought the warnings, which our Lord 
himſelf gave to his diſciples concerning the perils 
that awaited them to be ſeriouſly regarded; and the 
gracious encouragements ſhould be fiducially relied 
upon, which were given by him to animate his fol- 
lowers under all the difficulties they ſhould experi- 
ence for his name's ſake. As Luke xii. 4. And 1 


fay unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that 


kill the body, and after that have no more that they 
can do. V. 92, Tear not little flock it is your 
Father's good pleaſure to give you the kingdom. 
And Mat. xxiv. 13. But he that ſhall endure to the 
end the ſame ſhall be ſa ved. 

But it ought to be matter of ſerious concern with 
all who profeſs Chriſt, that in what they endure 


they ſhould ſuffer as chriſtians, and according to the 


will of God. This idea the apoſtle Peter wiſhed 
and endeavoured to impreſs upon the minds of the 
people, to whom he addreſſed his epiſtle; and in 
order to its being properly exerciſed there is need 
of great caution that no occaſions of ſuffering be 
given, but ſuch as not only conſiſt with decorum, 
but manifeſt a chriſtian ſpirit and are properly the 
acts of a chriſtian life. And it is neceſſary that 
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whatever adverſity may befall in conſequence of 
ſuſtaining a chriſtian character, or as the effect of 
an uniform adherence to the truth, and ſubjection 
to the laws of Jeſus, it ſhould be borne with a 
temper that has ſome reſerablance to the Redeemer's 
meekneſs, and 1s ornamental to, the goſpel; that 
God in all things may be glorified. . | 

It muſt then be of the higheſt importance, that no 
profeſſed follower of Chriſt ſhould incur ſufferings 
On account of a criminal conduct. Although the 
ſum of moral evil may not exceed that of virtue, 
yet it abounds in the world, and too many there are 
in every rank who ſcruple not to tamper with vice, 
and to launch into the commiſſion of various enor- 
mous crimes: and in conſequence of this lamentable 
degeneracy, temptations to ſin againſt God are innu- 
merable; and in all men there is a frailty which is 
liable to be overcome by faſcinating wiles, and 
ſeductive allurements. But as far as the principles, 
motives, and affections, of goſpel truth are felt in the 
heart, and its holy precepts are practically obſerved, 
the inclinations to all evil will be ſubdued; and a 
conſiſtent purity of character will be maintained. 
It is therefore required of every one who nametk 
the name of Chriſt that he ſhould depart from all 
iniquity,.and maintain good works, or that ke ſhould 
walk even as Chrift walked. This is neceſſary to a 
pure evangelical hope, as upon it final ſafety depends. 
It in departing from this courſe, diſtreſſes of any 
kind be experienced, it cannot properly be conſi- 
dered as ſuffering in the character of chriſtians, 
though chriſtianity may be profeſſed; and remorſe 
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muſt ſuperſede conſolation. Let none of you ſuffer 


as a muraerer, or as a thief, or as an evil doer, or 
a a buſy body in other men's matters. 


It is further neceſſary that chriſtians ſhould take 
heed that they do not ſmart for folly, or endure the 
conſequences of indiſcretion. Imprudencies of con- 
duct, where there is no moral guilt, or direct breach 
of divine ſtatutes, yet bordering upon it, are liable 
to. expoſe perſons to great inconveniencies, and 


ſometimes to ſevere afflictions. By whiſperings, 


talebearings, the expreſſions of petulence, raſh and 
haſty ſteps'in the buſineſs of life, harſh and illiberal 
reflections on the innocent conduct of others, the 
diſcoveries of a faſtidious or turbulent temper, and 
fimilar inſtances of indiſcretion, many miſchievous 
effects are produced in ſociety, and the reputation is 
expoſed to cenſure, which cannot fail of being in- 
zurious to a chriſtian profeſſion. To be guarded 
then by a circumſpett vigilance againſt all ſuch in- 
ſtances of imprudent behaviour, and occaſions of 
miſchief, is certainly worthy of the attention of all 
who bear the chriſtian name; particularly when it 
is conſidered that they will afford opportunities to 


the profane to banter and ridicule, be incidents of 


ſorrowful reflection to ourſelves, and ſtand as ſtum- 
bling blocks in the way of fellow chriſtians. 

It muſt appear obvious, that for any perſon to 
fuffer as a chriſtian is not to feel oppoſition excited 
by temerity, or to endure a courted perſecution. 
To live peaceably with all men is an incumbent 
duty, as far as it depends upon themſelves ; and the 
due diſcharge of it muſt- prevent our irritating, and 
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provoking others to acts of malevolence and hoſ- 
tility. Wantonly to brave danger under a plea of 
religion, and to ruſh into perſecution with the pre- 
| tence of promoting the cauſe of ſacred truth, is not 
acting agreeably to that meek ſpirit which the goſ- 
pel inculcates: and though in one ſenſe this may be 
to ſuffer for chriſtianity, yet it is not properly to 
ſuffer as chriſtians, Such courting of perſecution 
is not likely to prove beneficial to the cauſe pro- 
teiſed, or to anſwer any good and valuable purpoſe; 
nor is it agreeable to the direction which Chrift 
gave to his immediate diſciples. Mat. x. 16. Behold 
1 jend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves, be 
ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. 
Properly to ſuffer as a chriſtian is to experience 
adverſity and diſtreſs for the truth's ſake, or on 
account of a chriſtian profeſſion, and in the conſci- 
entious diſcharge of preſcribed duty. Though per- 
ſecutions are by no means to be ſought after, yet it 
is unbecoming a chriſtian diſciple whoſe views 
extend beyond the limits of this world, and centre 
in the great over-ruling power, timorouſly to dread 
danger in the way of godlineſs; or to ſhun affliction 
by any arts of duplicity, or other unjuſtifiable ſteps. 
It is right to confeſs Chriſt before men, according 
to the ideas which the goſpel, containing the record 
of God, has ſuggeſted to our minds concerning him. 
It 1s juſt to aſſert and ſtedfaſtly to maintain what we 
believe to be his truth, without fearfully deliberating 
upon the conſequences which may enſue. It is 
wiſe to manifeſt our lively hope, excited by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, without 
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being in any reſpect aſhamed of the expectation of 


glory. And it muſt be right at all times practically 


to bear our teſtimony to the purity of our Saviour's 
character, and precepts, or to let our ligt ſhine in 
the world: and while we keep within the limits of 
duty to him, both in the avowal of opinions, and in 
the courſe of our demeanour, no appearances or 
events ought to terrify us. Should diſaſter overtake 
this profeſſion, inftead of our yielding indulgence to 
a repining temper, it ought to be regarded as the 


diſcipline of divine providence; or as an evil per- 


mitted in infinite wiſdom to try our ſpirits, and to 
anſwer a gracious purpoſe. This 1s ſuffering for 
truth, and as chriſtians; and ſuch tribulations ought 
to be borne with devout reſignation to the will of 
God. James v. 10, 11. Take my brethren the pro- 
pliets, who have ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for 
an example of ſuffering and of patience, Behold we 
count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Fob, and have ſeen the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord 1s very pitiful and of tender 
mercy. 1 8 | 
All the adverſities and afflictions experienced in 
life muſt be in their own nature painful, and however 
eminent in the graces of the goſpel the ſubjects of 
them may, be, we may rationally expect that they 
ſhould feel as men; ſo far at leaſt as to diſtinguiſh 
between the feelings of comfort, and the ſenſations 
of ſorrow. But whatever may be the troubles that 
flow from a ſtrictly conſcientious attachment to 
truth and duty, there are ſuch conſiderations to be 
entertained, as lift the ſoul above diſmay; and ſuch 
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reſources of enjoyment remain, as are calculated to 


leſſen if not extinguiſh the diſtreſs of this world. 
No ſufferings which are the conſequences of the 
chriſtian religion, either in reſpect to its faith or 
obedience, can be proper occaſions of ſhame. This 
was certainly the ſentiment which dictated the apoſ- 
tle's exhortation, If any man ſuffer as a chriſtian, 
tet him not be aſhamed, Shame is the aſſociate of 
guilt, or that ſtate of mind which follows the detec- 
tion of crimes, as the thief is aſhamed when he is 
found; but if there be no conſciouſneſs of blame, 
or ſelf-upbraiding in any particular courſe purſued, 
although there may be a deep and juſt ſenſe of 
general imperfection, yet in this inſtance ſhame muſt 
be a ſtranger to the breaſt. And of all the courſes 
that we can take, none can be ſo noble, ſo truly 
laudable, and free from ſelf- accuſation, as ſeeking 
the knowledge of goſpel truth, and maintaining an 
uniform ſtability in its profeſſion; conſequently 
there is none where ſhame can have leſs right to 
intrude, or a more groundleſs claim to be admitted. 
It is unworthy of any chriſtian to be aſhamed to 


| own the opinions, which have been acquired by an- 


impartial and diſpaſſionate ſearch into the word of 
divine revelation; and which have been deliberately 
fixed in the mind, from a perſuaſion of their being 
the very ſentiments which that word was intended 


to communicate. Whatever we find or believe to 


be truth, there can be no ſhame in receiving as 


ſuch; for if there were any in yielding aſſent to 


evidence, it would attach to the ſubject of that 
credit itſelf, and not to any perſon for receiving 
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what he perceives accompanied with ſufficient teſti- 
mony. But ſo far is genuine chriftian truth from 
having any ſhame belonging to it, that in its nature 
and declared deſign, it is moſt honourable and dig- 
nified; and of all things moſt enriching to the heart 
which receives the ſame in love. 2 Tim. i. 8. Be 
not thou therefor? aſhamed of the teſtimony of our 
Lord. There may be many miſtaken ideas, and 
there neceſſarily muſt be with ſome, ſeeing that 
contrary ſentiments exiſt amongſt believers, reſpect- 

ing various doctrines of the goſpel; but the poſſeſſor 
of any chriſtian creed needs not to be aſhamed of 
what he ſincerely believes, for if a perſon believe at 
all in the facts, or in the doctrinal ſubjects, treated 
in the goſpel, it muſt be according to the appearance 
which evidence bears in his eſteem; and it 1s only 
Patient examination, under preſent circumſtances, 
and an increaſe of knowledge by a diligent purſuit, 
that can ſhew the inſufficiency of irrelative evidence, 
ſuperficial reaſoning, and falſe concluſions, which 
are or have been reſted upon, and reQify the miſ- 
takes of the mind: therefore ſuch application ought 
by no means to be checked or diſcouraged in any. 
eſpecially in the teachers of chriſtianity. To ſeek 
an enlargement of the underſtanding by ſuitable 
means, is certainly right and praiſe-worthy in itſelf, 
if God's providence have favoured us with the 
opportunity; yea with ſuch a capacity an indiſpenſ- 
able obligation ſtands cloſely connected: and there 
can be no ſhame, or diſgrace, in teſtifying that 
Progreſs, even though it ſhould be manifeſted in 
profeſſing a change of many opinions. 
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Neither have chriſl}ans under any circumſtances 
occaſion to be aſhamed of verefying and diſplaying 
the principles, or of acting up to the truth of the 
goſpel. So pure and undefiled is this in its eſſence, 
and tendency, that it muſt transform thoſe who 
ſubmit to its influence, and give them in their 
temper and manners ſome reſemblance to itſelf. 
It has for its genuine offspring humble piety, and 
meek reſignation; enlarged liberality and an uniform 
uprightneſs, far ſurpaſſing both in nature, and the 
motives from whence they ſpring, all the rites of 
hoſpitality and honeſt manners, dictated by the my- 
thology, and moſt refined morals, in the beſt days, 
of the heathen world. Theſe ſublime chriſtian 
virtues, on account of their perfect conſonance with 
reaſon, and general utility, have been ſtamped with 
approbation in all ages by the common conſent of 
mankind, as far as their knowledge has been extend- 
ed; although the parent ſtock might have been 
almoſt unknown, or criminally neglected, and lightly 
eſteemed by many; and even though comparatively 
few traces of the virtues themſelves have been 
exemplified in their own demeanour. He muſt 
indeed be very imperfectly acquainted with their 
worth and benefits, and have but a feeble attachment 
to moral excellence in general, who is abaſhed for 
their practice; or aſhamed to be diſtinguiſhed as a 
man of devotion, integrity and benevolence; which 
is ſhrinking from the appellation of the moſt noble, 
and uſeful, character among the human creation. 
As naming the name of Jeſus we muſt not only 
ſhun every thing that would blemiſh our reputation, 
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or caſt a ſuſpicion upon our ſincerity ; but it is 
5 incumbent upon us to realiſe, and exemplify, the 
4 455 truth of the goſpel in the whole tenour of our 
converſation, by humility without affectation, ſelf- 
denial without ſuperſtitious auſterity, kindneſs free 
from deceit, and righteousneſs from oſtentation: for 
1 it is not to high pretences, fervent feeling, warm 
115 Phraſes, and much talking, that chriſtian dignity 

; belongs; it appertains to character, and that conſti- 
tuted by the ſum of general good habits. 

i Great however as 1s the value of evangelical 
F | principles in things pertaining to the preſent ſtage 


of exiſtence, when they are contemplated in relation 
to the future world, they muſt riſe in our eſtimation, 
provided our regard to the goſpe] be more than a 
nominal eſteem. Profeſſing to believe, and highly 
to appreciate, what Jeſus of Nazareth taught, from 
which 1 truſt notwithſtanding our differences of 
opinion, we ſhall never ſwerve, we are the expect- 
ants of a grand tribunal, and are looking for the 
bleſſed hope, and the appearing of the glory of the 
great God, and our faviour Jeſus Chriſt. Every 
reflection, every motive, and principle, which can 
conduce to our religious enjoyment here, by contri- 
buting to our happy appearance before the preſence 
of the great judge in the laſt day, and to our final 
felicity, is worthy to be cheriſhed in our hearts; 
and where ſhall we find aught of equal efficacy, or 
that will bear the leaſt compariſon, with what the 
goſpel preſents to our view? And can we be 
aſhamed to embody the principles of the goſpel, 
and to realiſe its truth, under the conſideration of 


13 
its being the ſureſt ſafeſt guide to heaven; and of 
the certainty it gives of our future ſlate being deter- 
mined according to our preſent practical attention 
to it? Though ſecuring the path, that will termi- 
nate in immortal bleſſedneſs, ſhould be at the coſt 
of every worldly good; yet, if well inſtructed, our 
judgment will pronounce the worth of the advantage 
infinitely beyond the expence. That which was 
wiſely uttered by an apoſtle from an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the excellency of chriſtianity, which 
he was fully competent to eſtimate from a compara- 
tive view, has the ſtable ſupport of every rational 
and religious dictate, and with it may the ſentiments 
of our hearts ever accord: Rom. i. 16. I am not 


aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the power of 


God unto ſalvation to every one that believeth. 
Seeing that the more evangelical our principles 
are, or the nearer approaches they make to thoſe of 
the goſpel, which is the only proper mould of 
human character, the more conſpicuouſly muſt they 
appear in a ſuitable condutt; a better criterion 
perhaps cannot be inſtituted of the truth, or of the 
importance at leaſt, of any religious ſpeculations, or 
of ſentiments on points of doctrine, than conſidering 


their moral efficacy, or practical influence. There 


are certain great and obvious principles, which may 
be termed the cardinal truths of divine revelation, 
that actuate all good men in the ſteady practice of 
virtue and holineſs: while ſome among them enter- 
tain ſuch opinions as would if realiſed have a 
_ contrary operation, and therefore they remain mere- 
ly ſpeculative, and dormant in the mind, or at moſt 
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have only a ſhare in the detail of their religious 
theory, having no influence upon the practice; 
which muſt be conſidered as a circumſtance unfa- 
vourable to their truth. Such is the tenet, that na- 
tive depravity requires a ſupernatural agency to ſub. 
due; and the notion that events are ſo decreed, as to 
render human endeavours fruitleſs; and that Chriſt's 
blood has expiated all the paſt and future ſins of 
believers; and that his fulfilment of God's law has 
aboliſhed the neceſſary obligation of chriſtians to 
obedience, and rendered perſonal- righteouſneſs un- 
availing and uſeleſs. As theſe and other extravagant 
opinions if exerciſed and carried into effe&, would 
militate againſt relative duty, and practical piety, 
which are fo poſitively injoined in the volume of 
our divine religion, and are the beſt atteſtation of 
its value; it may be reaſonably inferred, that they 
are miſtaken notions, and no part of that word of 
holy, and heavenly truth, which requires parents 0 
bring up their children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord; which aſſerts that God is no reſpeder 
of perſons, but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteouſneſs 15 accepted with him; that 
he who ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly; 
and that they who ow to the ſpirit ſhall of the ſpirit 
reap life everlaſting. 

If £iriſtians ſhould meet with reproach by reaſon 
of ſuch a profeſſion of the goſpel, as is the reſult of 


their own judgment freely exerciſed, their ſincerity 


in it ought to be a ſecurity againſt ſhame. To be 
cenſured and condemned in the deciſion of men, 
more eſpecially of thoſe whom, with all their infir- 


18 
mities, we cannot but eſteem as good men; and to be 
the ſubjects of hard ſpeeches, ſlanderous reports, and 
cruel mockings, is in itſelf unpleaſant and painful; 
but with the teſtimony of a good conſcience it can 
be eaſily borne. If we believe that truth is on our 
ſide, and that it is the only cauſe of being traduced, 
and vilified, there can be no reaſon to be aſhamed, 
but ſuch reproach may be treated as inſignificant ; 
yea with this conſciouſnels, and its companion peace, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, we may even ſmile 
on the beating furious ſtorm of violence and outrage. 
Slanders for truth tend to confirm our confidence in 
it, and in the end they recoil upon their authors. 
1. Peter iii. 16. Having à good conſcience that 
whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, they 
may be aſhamed that falſely accuſe your good con- 
ver/ation in Chriſt, Well might Peter give to the 8 
firſt chriſtians under a load of calumny this cheering ' L 
antidote, remembering the conſoling words of our _ = 
Lord, Mat. v. 11. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall f | 
revile you and perſecute you, and ſhall jay all manner 
of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake. Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
Aeaven, for ſo perſecuted they the prophets which were 
| before you. Let this divine encouragement be im- 
preſſed upon our hearts with its due weight, then 
will heavenly concerns ſo much octupy our atten- 
tion, as that all reproach ſor Chriſt, and what we 
_ eſteem his precious truth, will ſeem but light and 
trifling, as the fanning of an inſect's wing. And 
courage to aſſert the doctrine of Jeſus, in the midſt 
of obloquy, will be promoted by the ſolemnity 
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tions 4 1 which another of his declarations will produce in 


| Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my words, 
of him ſhall the ſon of man be aſhamed, when he 
ſhall come in his own glory, and im his Father's, and 
| of the holy angels. | 
Notwithſtanding the peculiar excellence, and 
exalted purity, of the goſpel; its perfect analogy to 
the moſt improved ſentiments of juſtice and liberty ; 
and its noble principles of rich benevolence, it has 
been wofully corrupted, and disfigured, by ſyſtems 
of human invention; and perverted by craft and 
avarice to anſwer purpoſes, the very reverſe of its 
original tendency. When the man of ſin, the anti- 
chriſt of new teſtament repreſentation, obtained its 


predicted power to fit in the temple of God, and 
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with wanton blaſphemy to aſſume his prerogative, 


it was ſoon ſuſpected to be a thing impoſſible, long 
to perpetuate its lordly dominion under the chriſtian 
name, in connection with the beautiful ſimplicity of 
that religion. To deſpoil the goſpel of its chief 
excellency was expedient, and needful, in the view 
of infernal policy; and this was moſt effectually 
done by that ſyſtem to which indeed it applied a 


heavenly appellation, while in its principal features 


it was of diabolical likeneſs; which it eſtabliſhed by 
Þ the ſanction of worldly authority, and ſupported by 
* ftvyranny over conſcience, and the force of carnal 
| weapons. In this ſyſtem we perceive a divided 
deity under the title of Trinity, or a God whoſe 
nature was compoſed of three diſtin& perſons; and 
a Saviour whoſe perſon was conſtituted of two 


the heart, when rightly conſidered ; Luke ix. 26.- 
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diſtinct natures, one of which was a part of God, 
and equal to him; in it we fee allo unputative guilt, 
ſubſtitutional obedience, literal meretorious pur- 
chaſe of bleſſings, vicarious ſufferings, and the 
exiſtence of ſouls after death. Theſe erroneous 
principles formed the baſis of a huge and towering 
ſuperſtition, which bore in the eyes of the multitude 
the appearance of excelling grandeur, and became 
the ſurreptitious depoſitory of accumulated treaſures, 
while this ſtately edifice was no other than a pyra- 
mid, concealing a tomb; and that the grave of 
human rights. | 

For centuries theſe obnoxious tenets were be— 
ſmeared with the blood of perſecution, but acquiring 
ſovereignty by dint of power, they at length poſſeſſed 
a ſanction, either undiſputed, or feebly queſtioned ; 
and as far as chriſtendom extended, were generally 
admitted to be the true doctrines of the chriſtian 
religion. Even thoſe who in proceſs of time for- 
ſook the antique temple of antichriſtian authority, 
and became the reformers of the faith, did not 
renounce all that was incompatible with pure chrif- 
tianity; nor did they forbear to impoſe upon 1t the 
charge of ſuſtaining an illegitimate progeny. Many 
of the groſs deluſions, as tranſubſtantiation, image 
worſhip, the holineſs of relics, works of ſupereroga- 
tion performed by ſaints, and purgatory under a 
kind of prieſtly controul, they diſcovered and aban- 
_ doned; but they retained an authority in the chriſtian 
church that can make no fair pretenſion to the name 
chriſtian, and ſo violent were their prejudices in 
favour of other notions imbibed in early days, that 
D 
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they retained much equally falſe, and as deſtitute of 
a divine warrant, as thoſe things which they ſurren- 
dered. Immediately upon their emerging from the 
doleful darkneſs of popery, their eyes could only 
endure a twilight; or if their views of a reform 
extended further than they accompliſhed, the cir- 
cumſtances of the times, the ignorance, and barbariſm 
of the world, would not permit them to effect their 
purpoſe. Owning themſelves no longer the tenants 
of the catholic fabric, they founded other theories, 
they reared ſuperſtruftures leſs grand and ſtately 
than the prototype, and much more harmleſs ;' but 
upon a ſimilar ſandy foundation. It was reſerved 
for ſucceeding times to ſee and effettually explode 


the numerous impoſitions of ſordid craft, and other 


devices of men which deformed the chriſtian faith; 
and by a due examination of the ſacred writings to 
reſtore to the religion founded upon them, the 
original ſimplicity which is its glory, and which 
none have need to be aſhamed to acknowledge, or 


| afraid to avow. With ardent deſire is the happy 


arrival of this enlightened zra ſtill to be anticipated. 

It is probable, indeed hardly to be queſtioned, 
that the firſt falſe tenets from which the antichriſtian 
ſyſtem deſcended, and which ſtill appear its leading 
and prominent notions, originated in the diſpoſition 
of unworthy ſhame. To profeſs Ze/us of Nazareth 
to be a LORD AND MASTER, @ man, though ap- 
proved of God by miracles, of temporal meanneſs, 
and poverty, acquainted with ſorrow and grief; ſur- 
rounded by a few perſons, in the moſt eminent days 
of his life, of lowly occupation, and deſpicable in 
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their eſteem, who are biaſſed by the vanity of worldly 
greatneſs; and a Saviour, who at laſt ſuffered the 
death of a common malefactor, was a degradation 
too great to be brooked by feeble regard, an effort 
too mighty where an inſtructed and cordial attach- 
ment was wanting. To cover, or at leaſt to palliate, 
this diſgrace, it was by ſome ſaid that although Jeſus 
was a man in appearance, yet in reality he was ſuper- 
angelic, before the creation of the world, an opinion 
which ſeems to be countenanced by the phraſeology 
of various paſſages; and afterwards by many, that 
notwithſtanding his manhood, he ſo ſhared in the 
divine eſſence as to conſtitute him Gop, as well as 
man, and having thus deified his nature, they con- 
trived a higher purpoſe for his ſufferings, and igno- 
minious death, than was apparent; or than mere 
humanity could be inſtrumental for accompliſhing; 
and this was rendered the more eaſy by giving to 
figurative paſlages of ſcripture, and particular ad- 
dreſſes to Jewiſh prejudices, literal and general 
ſignifications. While ſuch errors are believed to 
be true divinity, no perſonal criminality can belong 
to a candid profeſſion of them ; but to have detected 
the change which chriſtian truth has undergone, and 
maintained reſerve; or to have concealed the ſenſe 
of corruption under a profeſſional conformity, had 
been to participate in the culpable ſname which 
gave it riſe, and to contract the guilt of ſharing in 
its perpetuity. | 

What I eſteem real chriſtianity, and the counſel 
of God, I have not ſhunned to declare; and I now 
beg permiſſion to repeat the ſummary of my doc- 
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trinal ſentiments, which ſome preſent may not have 
heard; and eſpecially as my free avowal of them has 
occalioned to me ſo many difhculties, and painful 
Occurrences, of late. 

Concerning ee reaſon dictates that there 
can be but one infinite being. The divine nature, 
and his mode of exiſtence, muſt be paſt finding out; 
but his own revelation not only gives additional 
information to that of the works of his hands, regard- 
ing his natural perfections, it alſo ſupplies much 
concerning his moral character, and attributes, and 
abundantly confirms the dictate of reaſon with reſpect 
to his unity; aſſuring us that inſtead of the godhead 
being compoſed of three equal perſonalities, the 
FATHER of Jeſus Chriſt is the ONLY TRUE GOp, 
the great ſingular being of unrivaled power and per- 
fection, and alone to be worſhipped. Though com- 
paratively trivial, and harmleſs, may be the diverſities 
of opinions concerning the ſubjects of religion in 
general, yet every intrenchment upon the unity and 
abſolute independence of God, 1s an error of mag- 
nitude, interfering with acts of devotion to him, 
ſince he hath peremptorily aſſerted his own unity, 
and has to this moſt ſolemnly enjoined an exact and 
ſcrupulous attention. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Any devia- 
tion from this muſt be pronounced a ſpecies of 
idolatry.— Concerning the SON OF Gop, the 
ſacred volume affords a clear and copious informa- 
tion, by which my mind 1s fully convinced that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the moſt extraordinary, and the 
greateſt, character that ever appeared amongſt men; 
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the ſupreme miſſionary and ambaſſador of divine 
love; moſt ſignal for the grace and truth he revealed, 
and the perfect righteouſneſs he diſplayed; owing 
his diſtinction to the marvellous, and peculiar gift 
of God; by whom he was moſt extenſively endowed 
for the grandeſt of all purpoſes, the ſalvation of the 
world; and that being raiſed from the dead he is now 
exalted to the higheſt honours, appointed the judge 
of our race, and even made higher than the heavens, 
all principalities and powers, that have any relation 

to this world, being made ſubject unto him. 
Perſuaded that all the human race are the offspring 
of God, the idea of inherent depravity, or an original 
ſin defiling the ſoul, and rendering it prone by nature 


only to evil, and utterly incapable. of diſcharging 
the duties required, does not conſiſt with the wiſdom 
or goodnefs of the ſupreme beneficent parent; but 
caſts a diſhonouring reflection upon him, as though 
he had given us faculties adapted to all purpoſes 
except the beſt, the ſervice of himſelf, On the 
contrary nature in the human heart, as well as in 
all other views, as being the work of God is very 
good; and well adapted to every beneficial purpoſe, 
eſpecially fulfilling the Creator's will, which is the 
higheſt that can poſſibly come within the ſcope of 
human aims: conſequently guilt, wherever it exiſts, 
mult be actually contracted by an abuſe of faculties, 
and a miſimprovement of -talents; and only by 
being perſonal and avoidable can incur remorſe, or 
the divine diſpleaſure. —— Dreadful as iniquity muſt 
be confeſſed to be, it has awfully abounded in the 
world, and in various periods given occaſion to the 
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interferences of miraculous influence, both penally 
and mercifully exerciſed; and in a peculiar manner 
to inſtruct and reform the world by Jeſus Chriſt. 
The relation of theſe 1s recorded, and like the 
operation of nature's laws, is accompanied with the 
divine efficacy or bleſſing to enlighten and guide 
mankind into the knowledge of truth and ways of 
righteouſneſs; and all ſuperior goodneſs among them 
in ancient times, as a regeneration the effect of 
inſtruction originally imparted from heaven, or of 
witneſſed miracles; and in every ſucceeding age, as 
being the reſult of revelation, is juſtly attributable 
to the energy or ſpirit of God as the proper author. 
It is manifeſt that the revealed will of God, 
both in the old and new teſtament, has in view the 
ſame grand deſign, and is a divine inſtitution to 
produce the greateſt virtue, holineſs, and happineſs 
amongſt men. In both the ſame motives, claims, 
and prohibitions are evident; and ſimilar threats 
againſt moral evil, and incentives and encourage- 
ments to all good qualities, iſſued from the mouth 
of Moſes and of Jeſus, of the various prophets 
under the old œconomy, and of the apoſtles under 
the new diſpenſation: preſent peace, and future 
happineſs, are in both connected, not with any 
nominal righteouſneſs but, with perſonal character; 
and the ſame terms of life are apparent. Hence 
faith as it is in itſelf, and diveſted of its proper 
fruits, being a mere opinion, 1s inſignificant; and is 
only valuable and beneficial as it implies an act of 
the underſtanding, is the reſult of examination, the 
effect of evidence, and a principle of practical 
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influence in the mind; in which views it is ſet in 
the goſpel in oppoſition both to a rejection of 
Chriſt, his truth and precepts, and to ceremonial 
obſervances ; and hence acceptance and ſalvation 
through Jeſus the beloved, depend, according to 
the plan of divine grace upon repentance, and a 
ſincere endeavour to perform and fulfil the condi- 
tions, which that goodneſs has preſcribed. I thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. Mat. 
XiX. 37, Notwithſtanding the moral purity of 
our Redeemer, his perfect innocence, and exemplary 
excellency and uſefulneſs, in the higheſt degree 
ornamental to our nature, he was ſcorned, perſecuted 
and ſlain, by wicked men; not ſtricken and ſmitten 
of God, that he might be an atoning ſacrifice to 
ſatisfy divine juſtice, or to appeaſe almighty wrath; 
for his death was the vileſt act of injuſtice, and the 
fouleſt of murders ever committed. Horrible as 
was his crucifixion in itſelf, it was an event which 
the divine wiſdom, ever able to over-rule evil for 
good, ſaw fit to permit for purpoſes worthy of 
God's moſt righteous government, all of which we 
cannot comprehend : as confirming his truth, ſealing 
the divine mercy, and teſtifying his own love with 
his blood, it is of vaſt ſolemnity and importance; 
but all its conſequences muſt be referred to men, as 
no occurrence could poſſibly produce any effect in 
the mind of his invariable Father. Chriſt ſuffered 
for fins the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring 
us to God, Conſidering that the ſame great being 
who built the univerſe, and founded all the laws of 
nature, 1s the moral governor of mankind, all events 
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muſt ariſe in a train which he foreknew; but his 
previous knowledge of occurrences may not be 
brought to any line and meaſurement of ours ; it 
muſt be in its nature eſſentially different from any 
efforts of human ſagacity; and like his eternity, and 
omnipreſence, mult neceſſarily tranſcend to an infi- 
nite degree all the comprehenſion of the human 
intellect. Seeing alſo that every part of revelation 
concurs in declaring the nature of God is love, and 
that all the diſplays of his infinite goodneſs are 
under the conduct of his boundlefs wiſdom, it is 
incompatable with ſacred repreſentations to ſuppoſe, 
that any of his rational creatures ſhould be excluded 
from the means of happineſs beſt ſuited to their 
nature, and circumſtances. And as the ſcriptural 
phraſe, The election of God, is combined with a 
proclamation of divine mercy to all without diſtinc- 
tion, or reſpect of perſons, it cannot interfere with 
the ſole operation of motives in the hearts of men: 
it leaves no human creature helpleſs; and places 
none beyond the reach of thoſe bleſſings, which the 
glad tidings of the goſpel unfold. Conſequently it 
muſt be impoſſible that only a comparatively ſmall 
part of the human race ſhould be deſtined*t6 final 
bleſſedneſs, and prepared for it by the influence of a 
ſupernatural power, in which the will and endeavours 
of men can have no concern, while all the remainder 
are ſealed under the awful curſe of a remedileſs 
condemnation. While the notion of the ſoul's 
exiſtence ſeparated from the body after death, derived 
from heatheniſm, is incorporated with chriſtianity, 
it undervalues the reſurrection, and greatly tends to 
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deſtroy the conſequence, if not the credibility, of 
the divine tribunal and. judgment; the office of 
truth is to expoſe the error, to certify the reality, 
and by ſtripping away every veil, to diſplay the true 
glory of the redemption of Chriſt, as being a de- 
liverance adequate to evil, As tranſgreſſion againſt 
God firſt introduced mortality as a threatened inflic- 
tion, conſiſting in the abſolute extinction of thought, 
or the loſs of all mental functions, as well as the 
diſſolution of the body, it has been perpetuated in 
the world, as the moſt fit and proper means to cor- 
rect, and counteract iniquity, and finally be the 
occaſion of its complete cure; ſo the righteous 
Redeemer has reſtored immortality, intimated of 
old, but more fully announced by himſelf, having 
received power as the gracious reward of his perfect 
obedience even to crucifixion, to aboliſh death, and 
to raiſe all the dead in the laſt day. Rom. v. 18. 
As by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto juſtification 
„/ life. 1. Cor. xv. 21. Since by man came death, 
by man came alſo the reſurrection of the dead. 

If J flood ſingle in the profeſſion of theſe views, 
and not a perſon beſides entertained the ſame 1deas, 
ſtill I feel confident, ſo forcible 1s their ſcriptural - 
evidence, that they would be the favourite ſentiments 
of my heart: and I hope and believe that I ſhall be 
no more aſhamed than at preſent to avow them at 
that tribunal, before which we muſt each be account- 
able for this, and every other tranſaction of our 
lives. If Paul the reproached ringleader of the 
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Nazarenes, a ſect that maintained the ſimple humanity 
of Chriſt, were now to riſe from the grave, and 
appear among us, unleſs aware of the manner in 
which the contagion of antichriſtian doctrines had 
diffuſed itſelf over the minds even of wiſe and pious 
perſons, he would be ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at 
finding theſe plain, intelligible, and ſalutary, princi- 
ples of the goſpel of Chriſt diſputed ; and become 
the cauſe of angry litigation in a chriſtian aſſembly. 
Recollection of former impulſive, but ill-directed, 
zeal dictates however the ſpirit of lenity, even to 
the harſhneſs and aſperity of their manners, who 
remain under a ſimilar dominion. 

That this ſtatement of evangelical truth is not 
generally acceptable, but diſallowed and treated with 
cenſure in numberleſs inſtances, as“ detracting from 
the glory of the goſpel, is not to be wondered at, 
conſidering the low ſtate of mental improvement 
from want of leiſure and the means of knowledge 
with many ſincere believers, Who are apt to miſtake 
their ſphere, and to apply their judgments to the 
deciſion of nice, metaphy ſical, controverſies much 
beyond the reach of their underſtanding, being 
capable of comprehending little more than the duties 
of their ſtation, and the hopes common to all deno- 
minations of chriſtians, which indeed claim to be 
reckoned the moſt important articles of revelation: 
conſidering alſo the ſtrength of prepoſſeſſions in 
favour of another ſyſtem, imbibed from education: 
and the permanent prejudices allied to long- eſtab- 
liſhed notions even in the minds of upright men of 
literary diſtinQion, and in other reſpe&s of ſtrong 
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diſcernment. If a right view of theſe cauſes will 
generally abate ſurpriſe, it muſt particularly ſo in a 
day, when ſuch prejudices are arouſed with peculiar 
vigour, and a wild enthuſiaſtic zeal rears itſelf with 
an unuſual arrogance. Should however the repre- 
ſentations contained in this ſtatement be truths, the 
oppolite to them muſt be the fictions of men's 
imagination, like thoſe which Paul intended when 
be ſaid, 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. Having itching ears, they 
ſaall turn away their ears from the truth, and ſhall 
be turned unto FABLES. And notwuhſtanding the 
integrity with which religious deluſions are retained, 
and cheriſhed, by multitudes, they will at length, 1 
doubt not, vaniſh before the true light, as the dews 
and vapours of a ſummer's night are diſſipated before 
the riſing ſun, The truth of God ſhrinks not from 
the enquiries of men, nor lays a prohibition on the 
moſt intenſe exerciſe of their reaſon thus directed; 
it ſolicits inveſtigation, and challenges the ſtricteſt 
ſcrutiny ; 1t 18 by this means that it comes to be beſt 
underſtood, and the moſt impreſſive ſenſe of its 
value is acquired. When a thirſt of chriſtian know- 
ledge, apart from human device and ſyſtems, ſhall 

prevail, and a ſpirit of free enquiry be properly 
awakened; then will pure truth, now too evidently 
deſpiſed for its ſimplicity, and depreſſed and tram- 
| pled upon by diſcouragement, increaſe and ſpread 
with glorious proſperity. But this deſirable rege- 

neration of the religious world cannot be expected, 
until the dreadful domination of antichriſt ſhall be 
- overthrown, and the minds of men ſhall be generally 
ſet at liberty from the ſhackles of ſuperſtition, 
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which this power has long impoſed for ſecular ends; 
and each one ſhall ſo feel himſelt releaſed from 
unreaſonable timidities as to uſe his native right 
impartially to examine and judge for himſelf. In 
the mean time let no chriſtian be aſhamed of his 
ideas of truth, however novel, ſingular, and ſimple, 
they may to others appear. 1 1 

It is to the devout mind a ſubſtantial, and animat- 
ing truth, that the ſovereign providence, who bolds 
in his hand the reins of human temper and power, 
can eaſily thwart all the projects of men, and avert 
every diſaſter; but infinite wiſdom meaſures not the 
deciſions of its will, or its diſpenſations, by our 
finite judgment and weak conjectures; and when 
ſerious evils of any kind are permitted to aſſault the 
chriſtian for his maſter's ſake, his path lies between 
the extremes of apathy and cowardice ; as he ſhould 
not dare diſtreſs with preſumptuous confidence, and 
unfeeling diſdain, neither ſhould he bluſh for ſcan- 
dal, or repine under calamity. It is certainly moſt 
deſirable to proceed in a ſmooth and even track, 
but this 1s not the lot of all; on the contrary the 
way beſet with anxieties and difficulties, the thorny 
path is that which ſome are forced to tread. Bonds 
and aflliitions, ſaid an apoſtle, abide me. Peril, 
diſtreſs, and martyrdom, were the portion of the 
firſt planters of the goſpel aſſemblies; but they were 
not daunted at jeopardy, nor aſhamed to endure its 
worſt, having learned of Chriſt who was not aſhamed 
to be crucified; and they filled up what was behind 
of his ſufferings, rejoicing in being accounted worthy 


to ſuffer ſhame for his ſake. 2 Tim. i. 12. 1 ier 
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thefe things, nevertheleſs I am not aſhamed; for I 
#now in whom I have believed, In ſubſequent ages 
how direful were the perſecutions experienced by 
the followers of Jeſus for attending to the voice of 
conſcience, and obeying God rather than men! 
Even 1n ages not far diſtant the hearers of the goſpel 
were driven into corners, or hunted like partridges 


upon the mountains, and the preachers were filenced 


by the authority of the governing powers, as when 
the two thouſand faithful miniſters were ejected 
from the eſtabliſhed church; and by the efforts of 
worldly rage, which has often kindled the flames 
of deſtructive fury. And in ſome inſtances bitter 
perfecutions, excited by rencorous bigotry, have 
been exerciſed by chriſtian profeſſors againſt one 
another, from the miſtaken notion of doing God 
ſervice in ſtaying, by any means, the progreſs of 
what they diſapproved. - Often has the frenzied zeal 
of ignorance reſembled in its career the violence of 
avowed hoſtility, and been in its effetts equally 
injurious. If a wound be inflicted, it matters not 
to the ſufferer from what hand it comes, the pain 
is the ſame which it occaſions; as the horrors 
of war are the ſame whether committed under 
the enſigns conſecrated by the forms of nomi- 
nal chriſtianity, or under the banners- of profeſſed 
infidels. But if the ſtate of our minds be ſuited to 
our proſpetts, and ſuch as they ought to be under a 
| chriſtian name; all that can be endured for truth 


will but endear it to our hearts, and render us more 


accompliſhed for that warfare, in which patience is 


the beſt heroiſm, When we buy the truth, paying 
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for it the price of good repute and exterior enjoy - 
ment; incurring for its ſake the forfeiture of 
friendſhip, the loſs of earthly -omtfort, and advan- 
tages; and the experience of much tribulation, 1t 
will be the more eſteemed, and accounted unſpeak- 
ably precious. Inſtead of being a diſhonour, it is 
noble to ſuffer for conſcience ſake; and let a man 
be laden with all the reproach, and ſcandal, as a 
reputed heretic, that can be poured upon him; 
though deemed an apoſtate from truth and a denier 
of Chriſt, and exiled from his beloved home; yea 
let him be placed at the point of the ſword, or 
brought to the ſtake of martyrdom, and he ſhines 
with a truer dignity of charatter than worldly 
favour, popularity, or emoluments, can ever confer. 
1 Pet. ii. 19. For this is thank-worthy if a man for 
conſcience toward God endure griefs, ſuffering wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it if when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye ſhall take it patiently? But if when 
ye do well and /uffer for it, ye take it pattently, this 
25 acceptable with God. «a il; 
It is not only required of chriſtians that they 
ſhould not be aſhamed under ſuffering, but that they 
ſhould glorify God on this behalf, which intimates 
that even the dark times of trial, and adverſity, are 
occaſions of exerciſing the ſpirit of gratitude to 
God; this ought to be an habitual temper with 
them who believe. All the conſequences of a due 
regard to truth, whatever complexion they wear, 
carry in themſelves the reaſons of glorifying the 
great all-wiſe diſpoſer of events. In every thing 
we ſhould give thanks which is the will of God in 
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Jeſus Chriſt concerning us. No circumſtances can 
betide us which exclude all views of mercy, and 
when the faith of the goſpel ſo riſes above tranſitory 
things as to take a ſurvey, though at beſt it be very 
partial and confined, of divine dealings, as tending 
to a happy and glorious iſſue; and the affections 
conſequently find their proper centre, the heart will 
be fo exhilarated with lively ſolid joy, as to com- 
penſate ſor every poſſible loſs, and to countervail 
even the pangs of ſore affliction. 

In ſuflering, particularly when it is in yielding to 
the claims of conſcience, the chriſtian may ſee 
cauſe to glorify God under the reflection, that all he 
is made to endure is a part of the original plan of 
infinite wiſdom. The ſcheme which HE is execu- 
ting who worketh all things by the providential 
influence of his almighty power, according to the 
counſel of his own will, is of vaſt extent; embracing 
all the eyents of time; and there 1s not an individual 
however obſcure, but compoſes a part of this pro- 
found ſyſtem, for we are all his offspring ; nor can 
there be from this all-comprehenſive plan the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtance of our lives excluded, for the 
very hairs of our head are numbered. In an eſpecial 
manner ought thoſe occurrences to be, ſo conſidered 
which form new æras in our exiſtence, which give 
a material turn to our courſe of proceeding in life, 
or change the ſphere of our action. And though 
ſharp diſtreſs may accompany ſuch viciſſitudes, yet 
if we can perceive them under the regulation of 
benevolent wiſdom, which cannot err, the mind 
will not only be reconciled to ſuffering, but even 
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led to admire the diverſified dealings of infinite 
goodneſs, and to wait the unfoldings of his inexpli— 
cable will with patient and tranquil reſignation; 
ſincerely hoping that all perſonal adverſities will 
concur in redounding to the divine honour; and 
that theſe light afflictions, which are comparatively 
but for a moment, will work out, if not preſent 
ſatisfattion and advance of uſefulneſs, a far more 
exceeding and an eternal weight of glory. 

Every chriſtian who ſuffers in the cauſe of truth 
and righteouſneſs ſhould glorify God on this behalf, 
in the hopeful apprehenſion, that he may be rendered 
by it the more inſtrumental for promoting the chriſ- 
tian intereſt in the world. The ſchool of adverſity, 
particularly of this kind, 1s often the ſeminary of 
ſound wiſdom, in which the beſt energies of the 
mind, that lay dormant, are awakened ; and where 
the moſt uſeful characters are formed. And the 
temper of repining againſt the providence of God, 
for permitting ſuch ſcenes, can only ariſe from 
partial and narrow views; or be dictated by the 
diſpoſition of living to ourſelves, which true chriſ- 
tianity condemns. The more extended are our 
views with regard to the nature and importance of 
evangelical truth, and the varied ways of divine 
providence, the more {hall we benevolently deſire 
to be inſtruments in the hand of the great potentate, 
of benefit to our fellow creatures; and be even 
content to ſuffer to this end. This 1s imbibing the 
real chriſtian ſpirit, and in a degree participating of 
thoſe ſublime conceptions, and exalted aims, which 
actuated Chriſt in all his work and ſufferings. 
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1 Pet. ii. 21, CAriſt alſo hath ſuffered for us leaving 
us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps. 
1 John iii. 16. As he laid down his life for us, ſo 
ought we alſo to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
By enduring tribulation for conſcience ſake, we 
may become the fitter inſtruments for good, by 
attaining in ſuch ſcenes to a greater knowledge of 
human nature. We have not only our own tempers 
exerciſed in particular ſeaſons of trial, we may alſo 
diſcern more of the principles and motives of human 
conduct: and more clearly ſee the uncertainty, and 
inſtability, of all earthly things. Probably the apoſ- 
tle Paul who was certainly a great proficient in the 
knowledge of human nature, and expert in weighing 
the merits of character, increaſed his acquaintance 
with the frailties of mankind, by obſerving the 
manners of the Galatians, when he thus addreſſed 
them, chap. iv. 16. Am I therefor: become your 
enemy, becauſe I tell you the truth? This ſpecies of 
wiſdom 1s beneficial in various reſpetts, eſpecially 
when it is improved to leading our minds, which 
are too apt to ſeek their ſolace in ſublunary things, 
to trace the ſtreams of all bleſſings to the glorious 
ſource; and to fix our unreſerved confidence in that 
immutable being alone, from whoſe bountiful hand 
proceeds every good and perfect gift: and with this 
truſt toward God, as directed by Chriſt, we glorify 
his ſacred name. | 

Scenes of adverſity in the cauſe of truth ſupply 
occaſion and ſcope for the exerciſe of chriſtian for- 
titude, which is honourable to God, and the diſpen- 
ſation of his grace, which we profeſs to believe in, 
and to admire, Nothing can equal the chriſtian 
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doctrine as an inſpirer of courage, infinitely more 
noble than the valour of the moſt triumphant war- 
rior; nor can any conſideration yield ſo ſure and 
ſtedfaſt a ſupport to this virtue in the mind; becauſe 


it is of heavenly origin, and condutts the views 


beyond the boundaries of time to a glorious immor- 
tality : in ardently prizing this, we poſſeſs a con- 
ſciouſneſs of being engaged in the beſt of cauſes, 
and this 1s a ſource of true conſolation. and joy. 
Whatever ſorrows of life may attach us more cloſely 
to the pure goſpel of our Lord and Saviour, or 
excite in our boſoms the glowings of this genuine 
fortitude, or ſtimulate ſuch a ſpirit to a higher pitch 
of uſeful exertion; and quicken and promote the 


_ Patience of our hearts under ſuffering, ought not to 


be thrown into the claſs of our misfortunes, but 
ſhould be regarded as real, though obſcured, bleſſings. 
Be it our concern individually to abide in him, 
that when he ſhall appear we may have confidence, 
and not be aſhamed before him, at his coming. 

I cannot conclude without obſerving that I have 
enjoyed in your connection many happy years, when 


J little ſurmiſed that ſuch a painful event awaited 


me. Your kindneſſes I ſhall remember with grati- 
tude; and all the hard ſpeeches which my principles 
have occaſioned, I deſire freely to forgive; wiſhing 
you the cleareſt ideas of divine truth, and the moſt 
pure and enlivened hopes and joys. And now 
bretheren I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are 
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APPENDIX, &c. 
LETTER I. 


TO A FRIEND. 


Billericay, June 12, 1798. 
Dear Sir, ; . 


I cannot but feel an animating warmth 
diffuſed over my mind by the kindneſs which 
breathes in your laſt favour, and which I truſt will 
be continued notwithſtanding any differences of reli- 
gious opinion ſubſiſting between us. You ſuſpe& 
that there 1s truth in the rumour of my having 
departed very widely from the orthodox ſyſtem, 
ſtill I regard and addreſs you as a ſincere believer in 
Chriſt, and ſolicit no more than to be accounted a 
fellow chriſtian, although numbering in that ſeR, 
with which I have no other connection than ſimi- 
larity of thought and belief, every where ſpoken 
againſt; and being as a miniſter almoſt an inſulated 
unitarian, 

Yau are acquainted with the ſtrenuous temper of 
mind with which I was heretofore accuſtomed to 
ſupport the ſyſtem of Calvin in general, and I can 
truly aſſure you that it was influenced by a ſincere 
regard, the reſult of circumſtances attending my 
early days, calculated. to mould a docile mind into 
a certain form, and to rivet the ſtrongeſt prepoſ- 
ſeſſions. The ſeveral reſpectable miniſters, under 
whoſe tuition my younger, time was ſpent, whoſe 
names I ſhall ever revere for their piety and worth, 
were as much devoted to calviniſm as ever the minds 
of men were, from a firm perſuaſion without doubt 


of its truth; and their inſtructions ſo coaleſced my 
ideas with their ſyſtem, that I thought it was clearly * 
evangelical; and could not help ſhuddering at the 
thought of ſwerving from principles eſteemed and 
ſupported by ſuch excellent characters, as a dreadful 
apoſtacy. And having witneſſed one of them for 
ſome time on a bed of ſickneſs, which terminated in 
death, and heard his pathetic excitations to continue 
ſtedfaſt in what he believed to be the doctrines of 
the goſpel, and the ſources of his comfort in awful 
circumſtances, memorandums of which were Tong 
carefully preſerved, I could not but exercife delibe- 
ration previous to a change of ſentiments. With a 
remembrance, expoſtulatory and plaintive, it was- 
impoſſible for me upon a ſlight occaſion, or in obei- 
ſance to any flimſy reaſoning, to abandon my former 
views of a conſiderable part, and what I uſed to 
conſider the moſt important, of doctrinal chriſtianity. 
But, for ſome years, ſo clear unqueſtionable and 
deciſive have the declarations of our Lord himſelf 
been in my view reſpecting his inferiority to God, 
and his having all the power he poſſeſſed by his 
Father's gift, that the doctrine of the Trinity has 
loſt all credit, and appeared deſtitute of ſcripture 
authority; and as injurious to the chriſtian religion 
as. it 1s untenable, So that it would certainly be a 
diſſembling, that muſt ſubject me to your juſt diſ- 
dain, were I to aſſert that the ſame opinions are 
retained which I uſed to think true: and indeed I 
am not deſirous of concealing from you that my 
mind is ſettled in a conviction, that many of them 
are abſolutely falſe. „ 
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My being now able thus to ſpeak was not gained 
with eaſe any more than inſtantly acquired. It was 
1 affure you, my dear Sir, the reſult of much and 

painful trial, For a conſiderable time a ſevere con- 
teſt ſubſiſted in my breaſt between the dictates of 
my underſtanding, and the fears of being wrong; 
and even when my judgment could ſeparate the chaff 
from the wheat of truth, it was not ſpeedily that I 
could diveſt devotional addreſſes of thoſe ideas in 
which I had placed the very ſubſtance of the goſpel. 
No ſooner was this combat ſubſided than another 
commenced between the perſuaſion of truth, the 
conſciouſneſs of rectitude, with a ſenſe. of duty 
founded upon both; and the apprehenſions of dan- 
ger, and the fearful conſequences attending the open 
avowal of what I believed to be real chriſtianity. 
I at length determined however upon a full, though 


- gradual, diſcloſure of the ſentiments I entertained 


concerning ſcripture truth; and endeavoured when 
certain ſubjetts occurred to avoid all duplicity, and 
every appearance of diſguiſe, And what I have 
ere now declared to be my reſolution 1n the veſtry 
here to ſome complainants, I will repeat to you as 
my preſent determination, Stedfaſtly to adhere to 
the principles of the goſpel as I underſtand them 
whatever conſequences may follow; and if I had to 
make a preference of any one point in particular for 
which to endure ſuffering and martyrdom, it- ſhould 
be the firſt great doctrine of divine revelation, The 
UNITY of God. And ſurely this can be no diſpa- 
ragement to Chriſt, for it is impoſſible that ſacred 
truth ſhould be at variance with the honour of the 


revealer. 
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It is not in my power to give you that kind of 
pleaſure which *you wiſh to receive, or to favour 
the hopes you would gladly entertain as to a mere 
rejection of the athanaſian dottrine, or my ſtill 


- adhering to the hypotheſis concerning the nature of 


our Lord Jeſus which I had adopted, and was for 
ſeveral years ſatisfied with. Speaking with veracity, 
which 1s never more becoming than when treating 
of ſacred ſubjects, I am conſtrained to declare that 
the Trinity is not the only tenet of calviniſm from 
which my mind revolts, as an unſcriptural error. 
I cannot help regarding the ſet of doctrinal princi- 
ples peculiar to that ſyſtem, contained in the articles 
of our epiſcopal eſtabliſhment, and in the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm, as being generally thoſe diſtortions of 
chriſtianity, which were firſt introduced either by 
the zeal of miſguided men, amidſt the violent con- 
tentions of party ſpirit; or elſe by the exertion of 
that power, which has ever been oppoſite to truth, 
termed antichriſt And with this view of the ſyſtem 
it is impoſſible for me to eſteem it, or to uſe any 
endeavours to ingratiate it into the regard of others. 
My honeſt wiſh muſt be to promote other principles, 
which I deem more worthy of God and his grace; 
and cannot forbear ſincerely lamenting the great bar 
which impedes their progreſſive ſtability, and right- 
ful advancement in the world. 

Unhappily in the opinion of a large 3 
of the chriſtian world it appears, that to give up ſo 
much of nominal chriſtianity is tantamount to a 
ſurrender of the whole goſpel. But ſurely when 
calviniſm is expunged, the diſpaſſionate mind muſt 
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admit that much important matter of divine revela- 
tion remains, by which the man of God may be 
thoroughly turniſhed unto every good work. The 
articles compoſing this, claim to have the general 
agreement of ſerious chriſtians of all ſects, and are 
deſerving of the greateſt ſhare of their attention: 
ſuch as, That the great God is the proper object of 
the affection, worſhip and obedience of mankind. 
That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great teacher and 
example of all purity, was revealed of God for the 
ſalvation of men. That the exerciſe of the divine 
bleſſing is conſiſtent with appointed means. That 
the providential government of God extends to all 
things. That every iniquity of the heart, and 
tongue, and life, is odious in his ſight; while faith, 
penitence, virtue, and piety, are well pleaſing and 
acceptable. That the divine favour and protection 
accompany good men, while his diſpleaſure is the 
portion of all evil doers. That our Saviour after 
ſealing his truth with his precious blood, in cruci- 
fixion, was revived by a divine power; ſo muſt all 
mankind be raiſed from the dead, and ſtand before 
the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. And that beyond 
death there is immortality for every rational being. 
Theſe principles of the goſpel cannot be ſo trifling 
as to deſerve being pronounced, whether directly or 
by implication, ſcarcely worth knowing, and not 
worth an attendance to hear diſcuſſed ; or the more 
dreadful ſentence of being calculated only to delude 
the minds of hearers to their deſtruction. And I 
am perſuaded that ſuch truths cannot in their value 
come behind thoſe polemic points, which very few 
underſtand even with great reſtrictions and limita- 
G 
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tions; and which are the themes of continual 
diſcordance. In theſe and ſimilar ſubjects no 
contradiftion myſteriouſly intrudes to embarraſs, or 
glares to confound; but they well comport with 
the human underſtanding through all its ſtages, 
from leaving the cradle to leaning on the crutch ; 
and to believe them 1s. the moſt rational and noble 
exerciſe of our faculties. They are not circumſtan- 
tials but the vitals of our holy religion, and muſt be 
miſerably corrupted before they can yield any ſuc- 
cour to ſuperſtition; nor can they, without large 
human additions, become inſtrumental in the hand 
of oppreſſion for making, and keeping, a community 
ignorant, and enſlaved. 

As the ſtrength of your alliance to the prevailing 
ſyſtem has ſuffered ſome abatement, as you do not 
maintain the rigid confidence in orthodoxy; and I 
believe never were fo ſtaunch, and ſtrait-laced, as 
ſome of a methodiſtic caſt, may I not be permitted 
to indulge a hopeful expettation of your proceeding | 
further than the entrance of the right path; and that 
you will ſee the propriety of renouncing every 
tenet, called religious, as falſe which dire&ly con- 
tradicts the reaſon of man, which is heaven's diſtin- 
guiſhing gift, in its calm deliberate exerciſe? I 
would you were not almoſt, but altogether ſuch as 
I'am, except the bonds. I wiſh you all the advan- 
tages, and comforts, of pure truth without any of 
the inconveniences, and troubles, which in too many 
caſes attend its profeſſion. But let us ever keep in 
mind that in the preſent world roſes can only be 
found on thorny buſhes. 


Believe me, dear Sir, to be with ſincere eſteem, "ry 
R. F. 


LETTER 11. 
To A NEIGHBOURING MINISTER, 


In reply to a letter received, adviſing me of an inten- 
tion to open a houſe for worſhip at the diſtance 
of about three miles from Billericay, which ap- 
peared to have been written in purſuance of one 
of the Rules of the Congregational Society for 
ſpreading the goſpel in the county of Eſſex, 
eſtabliſhed at Dunmow, June 5, 1798; purporting 
that the miniſters ſhould be confulted, previous 
to the licenſing of houſes for preaching, under 
ſanction of the ſociety, in their reſpective neigh- 
bourhoods. - 


} 


June 19, 1798. 
Rev. Sir, 


I juſt now received your letter of 
yeſterday, and am by it informed of your having 
ſome intention to licenſe a houſe for preaching at 
Ramſden Bell-houſe. As you did not think fit to 
ſhew the ſame delicacy previous to your preaching 
in a dwelling-houſe within a mile of Billericay a 
ſhort time ſince, I muſt of courſe regard your 
addreſs as conſulting me for form's ſake; and con- 
ſequently apprehend that no objettion on my part, 

if offered, would avail any thing; eſpecially as you 
do not ſuppoſe me, from what you have heard of 
my doctrinal principles, to come under the deſcrip- 
tion of an evangelical miniſter. As I claim and 


uſe the right of judging for myſelf, and acting 
accordingly in religious affairs, I wiſh not to abridge 


the liberty of any other perſon; nor would I reſtrain 
it, if I poſſeſſed the power, even though it be illib- 
erally exerciſed towards me. Yet I cannot help 
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lamenting all thoſe circumſtances which impede the 
progreſs of free religious enquiry, and which render 


a more than ordinary degree of chriſtian fortitude 
neceſſary for rejecting the deluſive errors of men, 


and for aſſerting the plain truth as it is in Jeſus. 


I am, Sir, &c. 
F. 


LETTER III. 


TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE CONGREGATIONAL SOCIETY, 


In anſwer to a letter received from him conformably 


to their direction, having had the foregoing letter 
of mine laid before them. 


| July 5, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 


-I received your favour of the third 


inſtant, officially communicating the reſolution of 
the committee for ſpreading the goſpel in the county 


of Eſſex, purporting a deſire to be informed of my 
ideas relative to Vir. D 's application about 
licenſing a houſe for preaching at Ramſden Bell- 
houſe. To this requeſt it 1s ſomewhat difhcult, in 
the circumſtances -in which I ſtand, to make any 
reply; and probably I ſhall fail it I attempt to give 
an anſwer that may prove acceptable to the com- 
mittee. Knowing as I do the occaſion of the appli- 
cation, were I to ſay that I approve and recommend 
the meaſure, it would be unjuſtly cenſuring myſelf, 


and deviating from truth; although under different 
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circumſtances, and as tending to the ſpread of know- 
ledge in that part of the country, I might deem the 
thing itſelf laudable. And if I were to raiſe an 
objection to the ſcheme, I ſhould be under the 
neceſſity of bringing into view the change of reli- 


P 


gious ſentiments, that my mind has undergone, 
which forms the very ground of the original appli- 
cation; and the want of a certain knowledge of 
which has, I apprehend, occaſioned their heſitation 
in the buſineſs: ſo that it is extremely unlikely that 
it could be a ſatis factory reaſon. But I cannot 
forbear adding that the liberty of conſcience pro- 
feſſed to be allowed to, and enjoyed by, miniſters 
is very light indeed, if not abſolutely nugatory, 
when upon exerciſing it, and altering ſome of their 
opinions, they become liable on that account to be 
interrupted in their peace and labours, by their 
neighbours' inſinuating among the people of their 
charge, That they do not hear the goſpel, That their 
teacher is a pulpit liar, and the like; and thereby 
exciting diſcontent and clamour and diſperſion; and 
eſpecially if all theſe proceedings ſhail come under 
the countenance, and patronage, of a reſpettable 
deputation from the general body of diſſenters in 
the county, which is in fact marking ſuch miniſters, 
on account of their different opinions, as vermin to 
be hunted down. However as I wiſh to avoid the 
appearance of trifling with the committee, and as I 
ſincerely profeſs to diſregard perſonal conſequences 
when divine truth is concerned, in belief or avowal, 
I will not diſſemble my principles; but obſerve for 
their information that thoſe calviniſtic doctrines, 
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which are commonly eſteemed as ranking among 
the peculiarities and grand eſſentials of the goſpel, 
namely, the proper deity of Chriſt, or his equality 
with the Father; and his atonement, as conſiſting in 
ſubſtitutional ſacrifice, and the reconciliation of 
God, or the rendering of ſatisfaction to his juſlice; 
appear to me to compoſe no part of the chriſtian 
doctrine; but are among the fiftions of human 
device. I am perſuaded that the direct oppoſites to 
theſe poſitions are the aſſertions of truth, that Chriſt 
is the Son and Servant of God, in all reſpetts infe— 
rior to his infinite Father, according to his own 
repeated declarations; and that his coming into the 
world was the reſult of the kindneſs and pity of 
God; and that the Father commended his love 
towards us even in the death of his Son, by over- 
ruling it for good: which event as ſealing the truth 
and grace brought by Jeſus Chriſt, as removing for 
ever the neceſlity of ſacrifices, and finiſhing the 
redemption of men from all iniquity, ſupplies the 
ſtrongeſt motive that can poſſibly be conceived for 
awakening in the human heart every devout aſſection, 
and producing all the fruits of chriſtian obedience 
in the life and converſation. When the committee 
are thus informed, they will judge of my principles 
in general, and will of courſe act A to their 
own diſcretion. 

Now, my dear Sir, I will drop the idea of your 
being the chairman of the committee; and the 
remainder of this letter ſha]l addreſs you as a friend, 
in reply to your much eſteemed favour, which has 
renewed in my mind the livelieſt ideas of the bene- 
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volence of your heart, and of the ſtrength of your 
friendſhip towards me; which wanted indeed no 
confirmation before. For many years after our 

acquaintance commenced I believe my views did 
not materially differ from yours. In thoſe ſenti- 
ments J was early inſtrutted, and through the whole 
courſe of iny education had an increaſing attachment 
to them, as being, in the opinion which I had all 
along been accuſtomed to entertain, indubitably the 
dottrines of grace; and afterwards rigidly main- 
tained them, without permitting myſelf ever to call 
their truth in queſtion, to ſuppoſe the poſſibility of 
any material error in the calviniſtic ſyſtem in general, 
particularly in any capital point of doctrine; or 
even to yield to any doubt concerning the impiety 
of a different perſuaſion. On treatiſes in diſparage- 
ment of calviniſm, I was accuſtomed to look with a 
kind of awful diſdain, and while I was a partizan of 
that creed, ſcarce ever read any thing of an oppoſite 
tendency ; and there was not a conſideration that 
could preſent itſelf to my mind of a worldly nature, 
but contributed its influence towards my ſtedfaſt 
continuance in the ſame mind. However a few 
years ago I was led by the declaration of Chriſt in 
Mat. xxviii. 18. in which he averred that all his 
power was derived, to ſuſpect the truth of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. My mind remained in a ſtate 
of ſuſpence for a conſiderable time, but I continued 
the enquiry, I hope in the fear of God, and the iſſue 
was a determination that it was an error. In proceſs 
of time ſome other tenets of eſtabliſhed fame, in 
cloſe connection with and dependent upon the Trinity 
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became ſuſpicious; and being tried, according to the 


beſt exerciſe of my judgment, by the ſame ſtandard, 


divine revelation, I felt myſelf obliged to ſurrender 


them, eſpecially the calviniſtic atonement; which, 


beſides not being fairly deduced from ſcriptural 
repreſentations, appears to me to involve a train of 
conſiderations, and conſequences, - which militate 
againſt the honour of God as infinitely righteous, 
and the Father of tender mercies. I cannot admit 
that doctrinal tenet to be the foundation of my hope, 
which arbitrarily conſigns ſo many millions, almoſt 
the whole human ſpecies, to remedileſs deſtruction; 
but infinitely prefer that free rich mercy, which is 
ſo widely expanſive, as to extend to all the works of 
God: nor can I, my dear Sir, help wondering that 
a perſon of your penetration, and ſuperior under- 
ſtanding, ſhould continue an attachment to an opinion 
which appears to me to be ſo fallacious. By this 
change of ſentiments I do not apprehend that I have 
deſerted the goſpel; to that I ſincerely and ardently 
cleave, and feel great ſatisfattion in contemplating 
all the ſubjects which I believe it preſents to my 
attention. I ſee and admire the divine commiſſion 
of Jeſus, and the divinity of all his inftruttions, I 
rejoice in Chriſt as the Lawgiver, Redeemer and 
Mediator of the church, as having aſcended to glory 
as the forerunner of all who obey him, where he is 
exalted above every creature, through whom grace 
is diſpenſed to guilty men; and am firmly perſuaded 
that he will be the Judge of all in the laſt day. 


Theſe with many other articles are with me truths 


unqueſtionable, and of the higheſt importance, and 
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[ aſſure you that the alteration in my views has 
induced no abatement of real conſolation in Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding what diſadvantages it may otherwiſe 
have incurred. To every candid perſon it muſt be 
evident that neither intereſt, nor convenience, has 
influenced my opinions or conduct. I am ſenſible 


that much temporal evil is attendant on my preſent. 


profeſſion of principles, yet though branded as a 
heretic I am not deterred, nor am I aſhamed of my 
faith, but deſire to glorify God on this behalf: and 
if called to it am I think willing to ſuffer the loſs 
of all things for the truth's ſake, truſting that I 
poſſeſs a ſtability in it that would endure though 
life itſelf were at ſtake. 

I own that your very affectionate and pathetic 
addreſs has much impreſſed my mind, very ſenſibly 
fecling the conſideration of my departure from what 
you eſteem important truth, having occaſioned to 
you ſuch a degree of concern and uneaſineſs as is 
expreſſed in your remonſtrance; and had I received 


it when embarraſſed and wavering, I know not what 


might have been the iſſue; it would probably have 
affected me in a different manner. But I cannot 
conceive that any perſon can be /inn:ng wilfully by 
a diligent and cloſe application, when the mind of 
God in his word is both the ſubje& and the guide; 
nor can I entertain any dread of future puniſhment 
as the conſequence, no terror at leaſt in which my 


underſtanding deliberately coincides ; for ſurely this, 


which I can ſafely declare is attended with an 
increaſing love of God and man, cannot be account- 
ing the blood of the covenant, wherewith Jeſus was 
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lead me in the right way. 
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ſanctified, an unholy thing. I may however be miſ- 


taken in the views which I have adopted, and if ſo 
I truſt God will compaſſionate my infirmity, and 


I am open to conviction, 


and ſhall be ready to renounce any opinion that I 
may be convinced 1s erroneous, and ſhall be always 
glad to be inſtructed by you, whom I revere as a 
father; though in ſome inſtances there may remain 
a difference of ſentiment. 
am inclined to think you have been miſinformed 
with reſpect to the tenour of my preaching, and the 
ſubſiſting diviſions among the people. My diſ- 
courſes may be heard by chriſtians in general I 
believe without their exciting any diſpleaſure, as 
my wiſh is to avoid giving offence to any; and ! 


I beg leave to add that I 


have been ſeveral times blamed by ſome of my 


friends for not inſiſting more on controverſial ſub- 
jets as ſuch, and publicly defending my views. 


And as to the diſſatisfied, their number is not very 


conſiderable, and ſome of them are ſo methodiſtical, 
and enthuſiaſtic, as would have occaſioned their 
wandering, in all probability, even if I had continued 
orthodox, as the term is; and the loſs of them is in 


no reſpect to be greatly deplored. 


I am much 


obliged to you for your kind invitation, but I can- 
not appoint a time when it will be convenient to 


comply with it. 


I ſhould be extremely happy to 


receive the pleaſure of your company here, Sin- 
cerely thanking you for all your kindneſs, I remain, 


dear Sir, your truly affectionate friend, &c. 


. F. 


LETTER IV. 
TO A FRIEND. 
(The ſame as addreſſed in the firſt letter) 


July 10, 1798. 
Dear Sir, | k 


It is a wiſe and juſt ſentiment which 
concludes your laſt favour, © That perfect uniformity 
of opinion 1s not to be expetted in the preſent life.” 
Though the want of this may on a curſory view 
ſcem an evil, yet it accords with the great plan of 
divine providence, whoſe ways are juſt and righteous, 
and though it may occalion diſunion in ſome in- 
ſtances, in the main 1t may be beneficial toan extent 
far beyond our conceptions. While the preſent 
ſtate of things ſhall continue, or unleſs ſome great 
change were effected in the courſe of providential 
events, many ſubjects of the goſpel will be ſeen by 
true believers in different lights; and the moſt 
uſeful inference that can be drawn from obſervation 
and experience in this reſpect is, the need of our 
exerciſing forbearance and charity towards all ſects, 
remembering that we are fallible, that perſonal con- 
fidence in the idea of being right, even when moſt 
bold and daring contributes not a ſingle atom to 
make us ſo; and that each perſon hath an equal right 
to decide for himſelf concerning truth; and I may 
add to recommend and perſuade, to diſapprove and 
cenſure. This thoroughly imbibed will at leaſt 
reſtrain the diſpoſition to attach an undue conſe. 
quence to particular modes of thinking. 

For a conſiderable time after being perſuaded that 
the notion of Chriſt's proper deity ſtands not upon 
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ſcripture teſtimony, the idea of his glorious nature 
voluntarily ſtooping to unite itſelf to humanity 
ſeemed like an aſylum, to which the over-awed 
meditation fled for refuge. So deep was the ſtain 
that prejudice had made, it appeared eſſential to a 
proper regard for our Saviour to have very elevated 


ideas of the priſtine dignity, and original exaltation, 


of his nature, as created before and highly ſuperior 
to all the angelic hoſt, as though a being of inferior 
order could hardly have been ſufficiently endowed 
for all the great purpoſes to which he was deſignated. 
As the views however expanded concerning the 
nature of ehriſtian truth in general, and particularly 
of redemption, in which Chriſt was the inſtrument 
of divine compaſſion, and could only diſplay dele- 

gated wiſdom and derived grace, the ſentiment of 
his pre-exiſtence loſt in my eſteem at leaſt its impor- 
tance; and though ſometimes I can hardly forbear 
heſitating with reſpect to its truth or falſehood, yet 
1 am perſuaded that a rejection of ſuch a ſuppoſition 
affetts not a true belief in him, or a right eſtimate 


of his work and ſalvation. It muſt be owned that 
I am inclined to think, that thoſe paſſages which 


ſeem to carry the appearance of the Son of God's 


_ exiſting before the foundation of the world, were not 


uttered with a deſign of declaring this; but of aſſert- 
ing his divine commiſſion, and his being the very 
Saviour, whom the purpoſe of God regarded before 
the world was, and the Meſſiah intended in the 
prophecies and promiſes of the jewiſh ſcriptures. 
A glorious truth this! not only doubted by many in 
our Lord's time, but malignanily oppoſed and con- 
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tradicted by them, who had the greateſt influence in 
controuling the popular belief; and by this oppoſi- 
tion, in ſome inſtances at leaſt, the ſtrong expreſſions 
of his coming, and acting, under a divine authority 
were occaſioned. If the Moſt High could make 
Noah a preacher of righteouſneſs, particulariſe 
Abraham with ſuch a ſtrong afhance, confer on 
Elijah ſuch miraculous powers, ſignalize Moſes 
with ſuch high diſtinction, give Solomon ſo great 
wiſdom, and endow all the prophets with the ability 
of predicting events, with a preciſion that naturally 
belongs only to paſt tranſactions, why might he not 
inveſt the man Jeſus Chriſt with thoſe collected 
endowments, and render him 1n every reſpett vaſtly 
ſuperior to all that ever came before him? Surely 
that Being with whom alone 1s infinite wiſdom and 
power is not to be circumſcribed by any reaſoning 
of ours; nor is it for us to determine what qualifica- 
tions were beſt ſuited to the office of a Mediator. 
And as Chriſt freely confeſſed that all he taught he 
received from his Father, and that the works he 
performed as proofs of his high appointment were 
all done by the power of God, to conceive that the 
nature of Chriſt was merely human cannot be ſo 
unchriſtian-like, and obnoxious as many imagine. 
No reaſon that I have ſeen alledged, or that I think 
can be drawn from ſcripture, will vindicate the 
harſh and bitter ſuppoſition, now and then heard to 
| eſcape the lips of thorough-paced zealots, that a 
perſon entertaining ſuch a ſentiment cannot be a 
genuine diſciple of our Lord; much leſs that views 
inimical to the. goſpel ſhould with this tenet be inva- 
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riably connected. Such bigotry though encouraged 
by falſe notions 1s perhaps in the firſt inſtance more 
the fruit of temper than religion, and may in a 
greater or leſs degree be found amongſt all denomi- 
nations; as may alſo the mild, and placid, expreſſions 
of the candid and ingenuous diſpoſition. Some 
knowledge of mind, and the power of prejudice, will 
help us to excuſe the ſeverity of individuals; but if 
we place in the view of our imagination a ſect, 
engroſſing to itſelf all light and goodneſs, how 
ungrateful is the picture! No monopoly is right, 
but the worſt of all is the monopoly of moral and 
religious worth. : | 

In conſidering Dr. Prieſtley a ſincere advocate for 
the principles you condemn, and a virtuous moraliſt; 
and in effect pronouncing him almoſt a good man, 
by ſuggeſting it as a difficulty how a perſon can 
defend chriſtianity, with his acknowledged zeal and 
uniformity, without being a true chriſtian, you diſ— 
play, my dear Sir, a candour to which I was once 
but ill-diſpoſed. Nay I remember the time when 1 
allowed myſelf to think concerning him, as if he 
were a champion of darkneſs, the chief earthly 
antagoniſt of Jeſus, ſtruggling 1a literary warfare to 
pull him from his rightful throne, This was how- 
ever when zeal was a giddy ſtripling of rapid growth, 
and got the ſtart of every other affection of the 
mind; and at that period of life, when I knew as 
little of his principles as I ſuppoſe they do, who are 
the moſt free in denouncing their anathemas againſt 
ſuch heretics. Had I been told during my prepara- 
tory ſtudies, and for ſome years after being in the 


53 


mmiſtry, that I ſhould one day have ideas of the 


chriſtian doctrine, of ſo near reſemblance to his, 1 


ſhould either have jeſted with the tale as a falſe 
prophecy ; or elſe, which is more likely conſidering 
my puerile hatred to every iſm but calviniſm, have 
ſtarted with academic indignation at the dreadful 
ſurmiſe. My apprehenſions may not in every point 
coincide with his, yet will I not withhold the tribute 
due to diſtinguiſhed and exalted worth in a ſtate of 
exile, notwithſtanding it is ſo faſhionable to pour 
contempt upon his name and opinions. He is not 
only poſſeſſed of extraordinary powers and compre- 
henſion of mind, but alſo in my eſteem of the cleareſt 
and moſt enlightened ideas of the true doctrines of 
the goſpel, exemplifying and adorning them by a 
moſt amiable placidity of ſpirit, the mildeſt manners, 
and general excellency of character. There is not 
probably a perſon in the world more really influ- 
enced by the pureſt principles, or more truly devoted 
to God, than this perſecuted patient man. And 
though his own generation deny him the juſt meed 
of his laborious induſtry in the cauſe of truth, a 
future period will ſee his memory revered, when his 
dignified {landerers are forgotten; or only remem-" 
bered as flaws to elevate his noble qualities, He 
has found, and will find favour with God. In 
this all true happineſs centres, and that it may be 
your complete enjoyment is the warm deſire of 


Your lincere friend, 
| | R. 


LETTER V. 


TO THE SAME FRIEND, 


Auguſt 13, 1798. 

Dear Sir, , 8 0 
| I feel no reluftance in complying 
with your wiſh by offering a few obſervations upon 
certain ſubjects, which are not only deſtitute of 
ſanctity in my view, but are the human deformities 
of a divine religion; but perhaps the freedom of 
my remarks may ſeem to defile the garb of validity, 
in which in your eſteem they appear arrayed. Let 
the queſtions be fairly put, Whether infinite love 
could ever poſſibly have been purchaſed by an 
atoning ſacrifice? Or, there can be ſuch partiality 
in its diſplay, as ſolely to affect the eternal ſtates of 
men? Or, whether the idea of infinite love can 
poſſibly conſiſt with the predeterminate, abſolute, 
and final excluſion of a great part of our race? 
Let the evidences be balanced with ſuitable caution, 
and I form a very erroneous judgment, if the golden 
weight will not be found in the oppoſite ſcale; and 
determine that the doctrines which include ſuch 
groſs 1deas have no e eee except in imagination. 
It is to be acknowledged that to a perſon, who 
has been always in the habit of reading calviniſtic 
authors with approbation, or accuſtomed to hear 
preaching in the ſame ſtrain, the doctrine of the 
atonement as generally underſtood, at leaſt deſcribed, 
will probably appear both true, and of the higheſt 
importance; and conſequently that which I appre- 
hend is the true doctrine of the goſpel will be 
neglected. This is often the caſe, and it is not 
becauſe pure truth is deficient in its efficacy; it is 
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of adequate virtue, but muſt have a proper direction 
to produce the effect. Great is the mechanical 
' power of the wedge in rending aſunder the ſturdy 
knotty oak, but it owes all its actual force to ſuc- 
ceſſive blows, by which it is propelled; not leſs is 
the power of truth for riving the croſs-grained 
prejudices of ſuperſtition, yet it ſeems needful, leſt 
it be inefficient like the ſtill and duſty wedge, that 
argument ſhould ſupply repeated ſtrokes. But as 
preachers, and books, and even converſation, oppoſed 
to this doctrine of ſatis faction, are generally ſhunned 
as unprofitable if not vain by its advocates, no 
reaſons have been ſuggeſted to their minds, or none 
have been taken under ſerious reflection for doubting 
its verity; and various ſcriptural paſſages highly 
figurative, and of ſtrong alluſion, are ſuppoſed to 
| aſſert, and to render the tenet indubitable; and there 
of courſe their minds reſt. The divine oracles 
indeed, ſtudied with proper attention, would of them- 
ſelves be ſufficient in all caſes to anſwer every. 
deſirable purpoſe, and to communicate all religious 
inſtruction to the underſtanding; but the difficulty 
is that pre- conceived notions, while permitted to 
prevail, give their own colour to its contents, as an. 
object diſcovered through ſtained glaſs, takes a hue 
from the medium through which it is ſeen. This it 
is which gives to human argument, in enforcing 
right ſentiments of divine truth, all its value, 

The doctrine of atonement, or ſatisfaction to 
divine juſtice, ſaid to be believed only by the aid of 
a ſupernatural influence, being ſo vehemently inſiſted 
npon in the preſent day, may be termed the very 
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marrow of divinity in modern times; yet it does not 
appear to have been known in primitive ages; and 
it was far from attaining that mature growth amongſt 
the corruptions of popery, to which it advanced 
after the reformation began. The high colouring 
given to the notion of ſubſtitutional ſuffering, and 
vicarious ſacrifice, at that period ſeems to beſpeak 
the occaſion, and gives it the appearance of a ſuc- 
cedaneum for tranſubſtantiation ; though it be not 
probable that this tenet was propagated with ſuch 
a deſign, its tendency was to render a rejec- 
tion of the papal doctrine more eaſy with the 
multitude. The moſt ſuppoſeable caſe is that the. 
reformers in their zeal, and ſolicitude to aboliſh 
ocular abſurdities, and to lead mankind to beneficial 
objects, at the ſame time that they were ſorely 
preſſed with difficulties, carried their principles to 
exceſs, As the popiſh doctrine profeſſed to tran- 
ſubſtantiate elements, preſented to the eye as tokens 
of commemoration; ſo this may be conſidered as 
profeſſing to transform a truth propoſed to the 
underſtanding for belief, namely, that Chriſt ſuffered 
the death of the croſs as the moſt ſtriking teſtimony 
of divine mercy, and in atteſtation of his goſpel, 
which is the power of God to ſalvation; and being 
transformed the true end of his dying is ſo overſha- 
dowed as to be ſcarcely recogniſable, And with 
reſpe& to the conſolation, which a contemplation 
of an equivalent for redemption being paid to God 
in the blood of Chriſt, is ſuppoſed to afford a 
believing mind, it is extremely doubtful whether it 
be leſs imaginary or more rational, than that which 
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a pious devotee feels in ſurveying a bleeding crucifix; 
or conſidering himſelf as eating the ſacramental 
fleſh of his Saviour. The effe& of the calviniſtic 
atonement greatly depends on the manner of repre- 
ſenting it. When it is ſolemnly pronounced to be 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrine of the goſpel, 
declared to be the only ground of acceptance with 
God, ſet forth as the ſecureſt foundation of-truſt in 

him, and deſcribed as the ſubſtance of a poor contrite 
ſinner's hope and comfort in living and dying, it 
ſeems faſcinating to ſerious minds; eſpecially ſuch 
as are not well eſtabliſned in another perſuaſion, or 
have not taken a different view of the ſubject. Let 
the ſentiment be diveſted of this alluring addreſs, 
and of all appeals to paſſion, and ſhewn as it really 


is; and it will loſe a great portion of its pretended 


excellence, if it do, not excite the feelings of 
diſguſt and averſion. A viſible object may be ſo 
formed and decorated as to ſtrike the eye with 
peculiar effe&, miſlead the thoughts, and delude the 
affections; ſo the effuſions of fancy, fabulous the- 
ories, may be ſplend:dly garniſhed, and mere fiction 
be deeply tragical; but plain good ſenſe alone ſpeak- 
ing to the reaſon of man with ſelf-evident conſiſtency, 
and rational proof, can be of ſterling value in con- 
vincing the underſtanding; or yield a ſalutary influ- 
ence, when the ſhackles of mental bondage and 
deluſion are happily divided. 

The calviniſtic doctrine preſumes to repreſent 
the great God as inexorably offended with fin, con- 
ſidered by him as an infinite evil, and demanding 
an infinite ſatisfattion before he would forgive; it 
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ſentative of all mankind, committing this infinite 
evil, and doomed with all his poſterity to everlaſting 
puniſhment; and it further deſcribes a Being, equal 
with God, and on that account able to reconcile 
him, as ſtepping forward to be the Redeemer of 
ſome, by the payment of a ſufficient price to ſatisfy 
infinite juſtice; and to ranſom and reſcue them from 
the hand of divine wrath, This to me appears ſo 
derogatory to the true glory of God, that it is im- 
poſſible with the belief of it to contemplate the 
divine character as it really 1s; or with a ſtate of 
mind approaching to a comfortable, much leſs to a 
complete ſatisfattion, There can be no right diſ- 
covery of his over-ruling wiſdom ; his goodnefs 
cannot be diſcerned in its true nature; nor can any 
juſtice, as 1t 1s defined among men, be perceived in 
the divine infliction of puniſhment, in connection 
with ſuch a ſyſtem. Yea I cannot help thinking 
that the moſt falſe and pernicious ideas concerning 
God, the Father of all, are contained in, and inſepa- 
rable from, a juſt ſtatement of a full equivalent for 
ſalvation being paid in the blood of Chriſt. This 
principle not only aims to eſtabliſh the impoſſibility 
of the ſalvation of more than a particular number, 
it alſo makes the kindneſs and love of the only 
living and true God, which gave Chriſt to be a 
Saviour, even that fatherly compaſſion which hath 
ſhed bleſſings abundantly on men, by the inſtru- 
mentality of his Son, a mere nullity, It ſets the 
gift above the giver: and makes the meſſenger 
Tupreme, and the ſender ſubordinate. It repreſents 
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Chriſt to be our only benefactor, to whom of conſe. 
quence all obligations for redemption are owing, 
while it reduces God in this moſt benevolent concern 
to a cypher; or rather holds him forth as neceſſitated 
by his perfections to contend againſt the creatures 
of his own production. It introduces a ſpecies of 
unreaſonable, and implacable, wrath abſorbing all 
the divine attributes; and diſplaying itſelf in the 
moſt dreadful declarations againſt the human race, 
before they had exiſtence; a cruel revenge wreaking 
itſelf upon the innocent perſon of Jeſus; and deter- 
mining to glorify itſelf in the eternal condemnation 
of many, who never could have the opportunity of 
helping themſelves; to all which the nature of the 
Holy One, who delighteth in mercy, muſt be utterly 
and infinitely eſtranged. It is under the influence 
of this baneful tenet that, a fancied object having no 
likeneſs to the true Chriſt, is the deareſt of all 
objects; and that much of what is called chriſtian 
worſhip, conſiſts in the adoration of an 1maginary 
deity in human form. 1 can no more believe the 
propriety of this, or the truth of a doctrine which 
infers ſuch conſequences, than that I was the author 
of my own being. If it could be rendered indiſpu- 
table that the ſyſtem, of which this notion of ſatiſ- 
faction forms ſo prominent a part, is the true import 
of the new teſtament, then the evidences of chriſ- 
tianity, ſtrong and valid as they are, muſt be inade- 
quate to its ſupport, at leaſt in my eſteem. But I 
am perſuaded that in the ſacred ſcriptures nothing 
reſembling this 1s contained; no dogma can be more 
ſoreign to a right underſtanding of divine revelation; 
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and nothing but a miſapprehenfion of the true ſpirit 


and meaning of certain phraſes, and the thoughts 
being borne down by an overwhelming ſolemnity, 
which prevents the due exerciſe of the judgment, 
(once my own caſe) can reconcile, and ſeriouſly 
attach, any perſons to ſuch a monſtrous abſurdity. 
It is indeed a truth of glorious import, that Jeſus of 


Nazareth gave his life a ranſom for many. The 


ranſom, according to apoſtolic repreſentation, is 
from iniquity and death; and the many, who may 
be advantaged by it, admit of no exception. He by 
the grace of God taſted death for every man. He 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due 


time. 


My preſent and former ideas are as diſconſonant 
reſpecting the ſubject of converſion in the preſent 
day as any other in theology. The ſuppoſition that 
the human mind is neceſſarily under the conduct of 
a ſupernatural influence, in attaining the true know- 
ledge of divine truth, deſtroys all idea of accountable- 
neſs and blame in man, in a ſtate of ſin and ignorance; 
tor theſe terms can only conſiſt with an apprehenſion 
of ſpiritual bleſſings, like temporal, being ſubjected 
to our ability, derived from God. If a change of 
diſpoſition and character repreſented by the ſtrong 
figure, couched in the term regeneration, were a 
ſuper-human work, it might reaſonably be expected 
to ſubdue in its ſubjects effectually all human frailty, 
and'totally eradicate every propenſity to evil; ſeeing 


that to this object, as a perſonal benefit, it muſt be 


directed; unleſs it be as in primitive times to the 
imparting of an ability for communicating higher 
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inſtruction to the world than has been already 
received, which has been very rarely pretended, 
eſpecially by men of ſound reaſon. And as it is 
known, and admitted, that this extermination of 
evil is not the effect of fuch a change in this world; 
the opinion introduces great uncertainty with reſpect 
to a participation in this benefit; and the apprehen- 
ſions of men will be different, concerning the nature 
and extent of the preternatural operation, as their 
imaginations, and the temperature of their ſpirits 
and paſhons, may happen to differ, It appears to 
me that contrition, believing, forſaking vice, eſteem- 
ing the love of God, practiſing virtue, and following 
holineſs, have nothing in them, or in their proximate 
cauſe, of the nature of miracle; but they are the 
natural effects of receiving the knowledge imparted 
by the goſpel, with a teachable and ingenuous diſpo- 
ſition of mind, as walking in an erect poſture is the 
conſequence of having learned the proper uſe of the 
feet: and this is no otherwiſe the work of God 
than is the growth of the corn, or cloathing the graſs 
of the field, which is aſcribable to him, as being the 
author, and by his providential bleſſing the upholder, 
of all the laws and means producing the effect. 
Originally, or while the goſpel diſpenſation was 
founding in the world, there were inſtances of per. 
ſons being ſupernaturally excited to receive inſtruc- 
tion; but there is no converſion in the preſent day 
of a ſimilar kind, or that may not be eaſily accounted 
for on rational principles. And even ſome of the 
intelligent advocates for the theory of ſupernatural 
influences continued, do not appear determined about 
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their practical uſe, or they ſuppoſe their operation 
to be very reſtricted. Every relation of feeling, 
that ſavours of the marvellous, ſeldom fails to diſ- 
pleaſe a chriſtian of calm enquiry, and cool judgment; 
and when the tale becomes high-wrought, and rap- 
turous, it is almoſt ſure to diſguſt as viſionary and 
fanatical. But if there be reality in the thing itſelf, 
or if a divine inſpiration be numbered among the 
perpetuated bleſſings of the kingdom of God upon 
earth, then have ſuch caſes a fair claim to be admitted 
as ſignal inſtances, and demonſtrable proofs; and 
being ſo admitted, enthuſiaſm becomes undefinable, 
or a non-entity. Sober reflection however will 
allow that enthuſiaſtic conceits are both exiſtent, and 
injurious to the cauſe of pure truth. The falſe and 
punning witticiſms, the clandeſtine ſubtilty, and the 
ſophiſtical philoſophy of deiſm, may boaſt their 
converts, but ſuperſtition may vaunt its proſelyting 
influence in the ſame direction, and probably to a 
hundred fold greater degree. 

Knowing that the variations of ſentiment actually 
admit of many gradations, how far exactly our opin- 
ions may differ; or preciſely to what degree mine 
may excite your diſapprobation, I cannot decide. 
Be kind enough to remember that dottrines and 
notions, appearing to me unfounded, and not perſons, 
are the ſubjects of my animadverſion; and to believe 
me when J aſſert that, I have no doubt of the real 
integrity, and acceptable piety, of many miſtaken 
men; even of the deluded votaries of emblematic 
devotion. In my view there are valuable chriſtians 
of all denominations; and I conſider every perſon 
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to be ſuch, notwithſtanding any miſapprehenſions, 
who has a ſincere deſire, and an actual endeavour, to 
know and practice that which is righteous. They are 
known to be ſo by their fruits, and are pronounced 
bleſſed by their Lord. Surely this ſentiment can 
detract nothing from the honour of truth, as ſur- 
paſling error; it can abate nothing of its value or 
excellence: ſtill truth renders its poſſeſſors more 
happy in their own feelings, and more uſeful in 
ſociety; and indeed this charity is one of its noble 
genuine fruits. Sincerely wiſhing &c. a 


LETTER VI. 


TO ANOTHER FRIEND. 


Auguſt 28, 1798. 


Dear Friend, 
The circumſtances which have been 


of late the ſubjetis of my anxiety, without ſelf. 
upbraiding, and the themes of epiſtolary complaint, 
appear now to be gathering gloom, and approaching 
to a painful criſis. Believe me 1t 1s not the leaſt of 
my diſquietudes that they have occaſioned ſuch 
evident grief to your ſuſceptible mind. 

To me it appears clear that when there is good 
reaſon to conſider the doctrinal ſyſtem, which any 
perſon may have adopted, to be the effect of delibe- 
rate enquiry, of ſlow growth, and manifeſtly diftated 
by other motives than ſuch as are in any point of 
view of an intereſted nature; ſuch a perſon cannot 
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be the ſubject of remonſtrance on account of ſome 


of his opinions being altered. As it cannot be 
laudable in any to take what they have been taught 
as indiſputably true, without a perſonal diſcovery 
of its reality; ſo the ſentiments duly adopted cannot 
be optional, or the objects of choice. Believing, as 
it relates to tenets, or determining between two 


propoſitions, which is true or falſe, muſt be judging 


according as we perceive the preponderance of 


evidence; and it is only in proportion to the neglect 


of means, and ſuitable aſſiſtance within our reach, 
for judging aright, that any juſt cenſure can be 


incurred. So that heretical opinions, or ſentiments 


deemed erroneous by others, equally fallible in their 
judgment, materially differ from errors of conduct; 
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or practical deviations from the rules of morality, 


unqueſtionable by general conſent, and of univerſal 


obligation. If any faith be reprehenſible, it muſt 


be that which 1s implicit, not the reſult of inveſtiga- 
tion; and there cannot be greater human innocence 
in any kind of error, than that which is allied to a 
ſincere, although it may be a miſtaken opinion. 
But a diſpaſſionate and right view of this, is not to 


be generally expected, while the ears of auditories 


are dinged by methodiſtic exclamations about the 
infinite importance of certain dogmas, and the fiery 


everlaſting torments certainly conſequent upon 


refuſing an aſſent to them. Awful denunciations 
and anathemas diftreſs and frighten timid minds, 


ſometimes from the views of truth to the embracing 


of principles, which ſuperſtition has derived from 
the eſtabliſhments of human authority, or choſen 
to patroniſe. 


4 
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I am well aware of the imputation which frequently 
accompanies a departure from the generally received 
ſyſtem, in the minds of ſome who are inveterately 
prepoſſeſſed, and ſtrenuouſly engaged in favour of 
all its peculiarities. It is often aſcribed to the pride 


of learning, but in many inſtances it muſt be a 


ſtrange ſpecies of this vice; and in ſome caſes, when 
properly inveſtigated, this epithet ſo applied carries 
with it a moſt palpable abſurdity. If to reje& a ſet 
of doctrinal tenets, which has on its fide eaſe, favour, 
popularity, high eſtimation for ſaving knowledge and 
piety, and the greateſt ſhare of worldly advantage; 
and to embrace a ſyſtem of principles plain and 
commonly deſpiſed for its ſimplicity ; if to render 
a conſiderable part of the produttions of many years' 
ſtudy, and labour, null and uſeleſs; if to loſe the 
eſteem of many friends, and to incite the diſappro- 
bation of near relatives, in whoſe favour temporal 
intereſt may be involved; if to forfeit public accept- 
ableneſs, and be reduced to a very narrow circle; 
if to draw the ſevere cenſure, and opprobrium, of 
ſome fellow chriſtians as loſt to true religion; and 
more than to hazard the moſt ſerious and tremendous 
of loſſes; and all for the ſake of what is belicved to 


be truth, inſtances of which have certainly occurred; 
if this be juſtly pronounced pride, then am I utterly 


at a loſs to give an appropriate name to an oppoſite 
diſpoſition. 


From the circumſtances I diſcover, and the infor- 


mation I have received, I cannot but expect that an 


effort will ſhortly be made, either to remove me 
from the ſtation I now occupy ; or to open another 
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place for worſhip in this town. The ſtate of things 
being ſuch, it is true I am in a great ſtrait, and the 
occaſion may be ſaid to have originated with myſelf; 
ſtill if blame be due, it ought in juſtice to be aſcribed 
to a ſtudious reſearch. As far as the diftates of 
conſcience, however deceived, prompt the oppoſition 
of my opponents, how can they appear blameable ? 
But what can 1 do? The more J ponder on the 
New Teſtament, the more I ruminate upon its rich 
and bleſſed contents, eſpecially with conſulting the 
original language, the more firmly convinced I am 
that the ſyſtem of calviniſm is not contained in it; 
but a perverſion of its truths. When I anticipate 
8 the trouble I am likely to encounter with, I own 
5 that ſometimes I am ready to ſhrink from the gloomy 
proſpett, yet various conſiderations reſiſt my volun- 
tary withdrawment. I wiſh I were all mind, then 
this occaſion would give me no painful ſenſations, 
If I had no family the lowering aſpect would be leſs 
diſmaying. As it is, J muſt either be falſe, or face 
the ſtorm. No other alternative remaining, let =; 

integrity make its choice; bearing in mind that all 

things, even evils themſelves, tend to good. And 

though the cloud be dark, yet ſome rays are per- 

ceived to glimmer along, and illumine its ſkirts. 

I have ſtill ſome friends who I am perſuaded will 

: ſcorn to betray, or deſert, me for the ſake of opinion, 

whether theirs agree with mine in every inſtance or 

ot; having ſufficient liberality to believe that, in 

my ſentiments there is at leaſt as much of chriſ- 

tianity, as may anſwer the grand end of the goſpel's 

diſpenſation; or no principles repugnant to its chief 
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and ultimate deſign. After thirteen or fourteen 
years uninterrupted friendſhip, and perhaps I might 
add creditable labours among them, they will not 
be idle ſpectators of my being trampled upon by 
any puffing intruders: and in ſome of m friends, 
there is fuch a reſemblance of ideas as inſpires my 
mind with ſtrong confidence. But the brighteſt ray 
of all, which is ſufficient to diſpel ſadneſs in every 
ſeaſon, iſſues from the contemplation of providence, 
the benevolent providence that preſides over all the 
the affairs of men. May you largely ſhare in its 


protection and bounty, &c. 
I remain, &c. 


R. F. 


LETTER VII. 


TO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, AMONGST THE 
PROTESTANT DISSEN TERS, AT BILLERICAY, 


Sep. 5, 1798. 
My d dear Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, 
| At your preſent meeting deſigned, I 
apprehend, to deliberate upon a queſtion highly 
intereſting to me, I beg leave to addreſs you; and as 
my doctrinal principles, which may have been mif- 
underſtood and miſrepreſented, will be the ſubjects 
of your diſcuſſion, which is what I defire, I conſider 
it my duty to render them unqueſtionable, relative 
at leaſt to thoſe topics, which are eſteemed the moſt 
important. 
When 1 firſt came among you, near fourteen years 
ago, I found a happy unanimity, which for many 
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years, being all che time that I remained a calviniſt, 


continued without interruption; nor was the har- 
mony diſturbed, or the church's proſperity impaired, 
until you heard a different ſtrain of preaching from 
the calviniſtic, which you had been accuſtomed to 
hear from me. The change of views on my part, 
which became perceptible by my declining the uſe 
of all phraſes betokening an aſſent to ſome calviniſ- 


tical doctrines, and which occaſioned the withdraw- 


ment of ſome perſons, and the diſcontent of others, 
was not haſty but deliberate, not raſh but at firſt 
painful, as it violated ardent attachments; nor was 
it influenced by any human inſtruction, nor did it 
proceed from any ſiniſter motives. I have not 
modeled my creed according to the prejudices, or 
the wiſhes of my fellow creatures, nor tv comport 


with any deſires of worldly enjoyment and intereſt, 


for 1 foreſaw that difficulties would be the reſult of 


a change: neither have 1 diſguiſed my ſentiments 


for the ſake of eaſe and popularity, or trimmed 
between truth and error; for this appeared a baſe 
unfaithful compromiſe with falſehood, My preſent 
opinions of chriſtian truth have been anquired by a 
diligent perſevering examination of the word of 


God, and I truſt under his bleſſing; and after an 


alteration was produced in my own mind, had I con- 
tinued to preach for truths doftrines which I ceaſed 


to believe, I ſhould have been treacherous to my 


conſcience, deceitful to you, and a falſe witneſs 


before God: though I have not in public profeſſedly 
attacked them by offering objections, and expoſing 
their fallacy till very lately. This omiſſion has 
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been from a deſire to deal tenderly with deep-rooted 
prejudices, having felt their influence; and to avoid 
giving offence, as far as was conſiſtent with integrity, 
to the minds of thoſe who think differently; as well 
as to lead your views to plain unadulterated truth 
by a gradual progreſs. 

The following is a ſyllabus of my ideas of the 
chriſtian doctrine; and I aſſure you that I have no 
principles whieh I with to conceal. 

I do not believe that God is a Trinity of equal 
perſons, but eſſentially and perſonally ONE; and 
that the great Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift is 
the only living and true God: and that HE alone is 
the object of religious worſhip, through the media- 
tion of his Son, by the influence of the Spirit, or 
that grace and knowledge which is ſupplied by the 
goſpel. I do not believe that the Son of God 


either in life or death deſigned, or was commiſhoned 


to reconcile God to any part of his own creation, 
or to render ſatisfattion for lin to the divine juſtice; 
for this repreſentation appears to deſtroy all ſenſe of 
obligation to God, and to make us more indebted 
to Chriſt, than to his Father who ſent him. But I 
believe that Jeſus was the beſtowment of God's 
love, inſtrumental for accompliſhing the purpoſes of 
divine grace; that his death was permitted to ſupply 
the ſtrongeſt motive to reconcile the heart of man 
to God, to his holineſs and government. Conſe- 
quently I do not apprehend that the idea of relative 
1mputation either of ſin or of righteouſneſs i is juſt, 
that is ſuch an imputation as conſtitutes any perſops 
either guilty or W for what is done by one 
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character cannot be imputed to, or ſaid with truth 
to be done by another, by whom it was not done. 
All that Chriſt endured he ſuffered unjuſtly, becauſe 
of his perfect innocence; he therefore bore no inflic- 
tion of wrath from God, though his ſufferings were 
by the divine permiſſion. Surely if an ab ſolutely 
ſinleſs righteouſneſs were requiſite to acceptance 
with God, there would be no exerciſe of mercy on 
his part, nor room to hope on ours: but I believe 
that with God there is forgiveneſs to the ſincere 
penitent, and that ſalvation is the gift of ſovereign 
mercy, through or by means of Chriſt, men being 
juſtified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that 15 in Chriſt Feſus, which is a redemption from 
all iniquity, and all its direful effetts.——]I believe 
that the Son of God is made righteouſneſs in the 
ſame manner as he is made wiſdom to the believing 
ſoul, that both are learned of him; and that the 
righteouſneſs of faith 1s that evangelical virtue and 
piety, which true believing in the righteous Re- 
deemer never fails to introduce. l do not believe 
that the ten commandments, iſſued at mount Sinai, 
form a covenant under the curſe of which all man- 
kind are born; but that they compoſed a code of 
moral precepts graciouſly given to the jewiſh people. 
I conceive that Chriſt, and not Moſes is our Law- 
giver, and that his precepts, pertaining to the duties 
of religion and morality, are perfect; compriſing all, 
and more in theſe reſpects than ever Moſes taught. 
And further, that every act of tranſgreſſion in the 
conduct of man againſt the injunctions of Chriſt, is 
a vile abuſe and perverſion of that nature which God 
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his creator has given him. I am fully perſuaded 
that the notion of merit in the ſight of God is a 
complete abſurdity, for great imperfection marks 
every human character and every duty, and the moſt 
eminent in devout obedience are to God but unpro- 
fitable ſervants ; yet the plan of goſpel grace is that, 
Whoſoever humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 
I do not believe that converſion or regeneration is, 
in the preſent day, cauſed by any ſupernatural or 
miraculous operation on the mind, but by the 
influence or ſpirit of truth exciting good motives in 
the heart; that God's bleſſing accompanies the 
means of his appointment, and that the goſpel of his 
grace is the power of God to ſalvation, I believe 
that God's dominion ought to be viewed in every 
occurrence, as all the laws and means under which 
they take place were of his contriving and creating, 
and that they derive all their energy from his bene- 
volent providence; or that all events compoſe a 
chain of neceſſary conſequences, having its firſt link 
in the hand of God. To this view of things I reter 
many repreſentations of the writers of ſcripture, and 
eſpecially the terms predeſtination and election which 
they often uſed: but I own the ſubject is ſo abſtruſe 
and difficult, that I am capable of entering into it 
but a very little way. I alſo believe that by the 
commiſſion of ſin human nature has loſt its natural 
immortality, and that this is reſtored by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath brought life and immortality to 
light by the goſpel, who declared the reſurrection of 
all the dead; and who aroſe himſelf from the grave 
by the power of his Father in confirmation of its 
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important truth; ſo that 1 believe there is no ſepa- 
rate ſtate of exiſtence between death and the reſur- 
rection, when all will be judged ha him whom God 
hath ordained to that end. 

Againſt theſe opinions which harmoniſe with 
reaſon, that ray of the infinite mind, and which 
appear to me to be the ſacred truth, taught by Jeſus, 
and preached by his apoſtles, though being very 
fallible I may be miſtaken, great is the clamour, and 
violent the exertion of the preſent day; becauſe 
they ſap that ſyſtem which many pious, though 
miſtaken, minds fincerely love, but which has been 
the foundation of all the corruptions and ſuperſtitions . 
of the chriſtian world, that were deſigned to hold 
the minds of men in deluſion and bondage. The 
reaſon 1s to be found in the awful circumſtances of 
the times, when God's providence is ſhaking the 
nations, and all old inſtitutions both civil and reli- 
gious, that his kingdom of knowledge, truth and 
liberty, purity and peace, may come. Error, long- 
eſtabliſhed error, fed by ignorance, ſuperſtition and 
prejudice, aſſumes, as it has often done, the form of 
a deluge; it ſwells in calumny, and rolls like a 
threatening mighty torrent: but by God's bleſſing I 
will oppoſe to it my weak efforts, although I ſhould 
be ſwept away by its force, believing that this over- 
whelming deluge, like all other floods, will ere long 
be reduced to a little feeble rivulet, and be finally 
dried up. So firm is my confidence in theſe truths, 
and ſo ſerene, and I think enlightened, is the conſo- 
lation I derive from them, that I am not aſhamed to 
avow them to you and to the world; nor afraid to 
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meet ſlander and ſuffering for their ſake, I with 
not to command your judgment, or to impoſe my 
ſentiments on your conſciences, for nothing do 1 
more abominate than dominion over faith; but 
earneſtly entreat that as in the divine preſence you 
will diſpaſſionately ſcrutinize, and form your own 
eſtimation of theſe things; and act from no foreign 
influence, from no partiality, from no worldly pru- 
. dential conſiderations, but from the love of the 
truth, as it is in Jeſus; which I alſo love. Sincerely 
wiſhing that grace, harmony and proſperity may 
abound towards you, 

I remain your afſeQionate Servant, 


R. 


LETTER VIII. 


Tro THE SUBSCRIBERS ASSEMBLED AT THEIR 
MEETING-HOUSE, 


| Sep. 11, 1798. 
Dear Chriſtian Friends, | 

I have alrcady addreſſed the church 

among you at conſiderable length, expreſſing my 
leading opinions in the chriſtian truth, which I wiſh 
you to hear read; and by this, requeſt leave to add 
a few words, I am confident that you have had, 
and that you ſtill retain a great reſpect and affection 
for me; but my deſire is that no partiality may 
prevail with you on the preſent occaſion. You 
know that I have uſed no influence with any of you, 
and it has been my deſire that none might be uſed 
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on my behalf, in regard to the object of your deci- 


ſion; but as I have obeyed the diftates of conſcience, 
and uſed the right of private judgment myſelf, both 


in ſearching after, and aſſerting divine truth, ſo I 


wiſh you to act. If you defire Tree worſhip, 
and to hear that God was reconciled to men by 
pouring out his wrath upon Chriſt; and that the 
ſalvation of the goſpel was literally 3 from 
his penal juſtice, you cannot hear theſe things from 
me, as I am decidedly of opinion that they are 
unſcriptural and antichriſtian doctrines; and that on 
the contrary God is One, and that he gave his only 


begotten Son in his own free mercy to be a Redeemer 
from ſin; and that God was in Chriſt reconciling the 


world unto himſelf; or uſed him as an inſtrument 
for this glorious purpoſe. Upon a ſubje& however 
concerning which I think I have been, but without 
good reaſon, miſunderſtood, I-wiſh to be very 
explicit; and this is human merit. 1 aſſure you 
moſt frankly that there is no ſentiment which more 
fully enters my belief, or is more deeply ſeated in 


my heart, than the utter unworthineſs and ill-deſert 


of man, even the moſt upright, in the preſence of 
his Maker; and that the ſalvation of the goſpe], by 
Chriſt Jeſus is perfectly unbought, the reſult of 
pure mercy, and free for all in whom the tidings of 
this grace excite a ſuitable contrite deſire: and fur- 
ther that no duties can poſſibly be any thing more 
than means leading to happineſs. If however after 
ſerious deliberation you conſcientiouſly diſapprove 
my principles, or think a change will prevent con- 
| tention, and be the preſervation of your peace and 


Ti 

union, you know how to proceed; and though the 
event of diſmiſſion would be painful in ſome reſpe&s, 

yet in this caſe I could not deem it any diſhonour ; 

having a conſcious ſatisfaction, from being as I 
believe an advocate, though a feeble one, for the 
true God, and genuine chriſtianity as taught in the 
word of Chriſt, To your determination, whatever 
it may be, I ſhall yield a quiet ſubmiſhon : and 
ſincerely hoping that the God of peace may guide 
and over-rule all things for your harmony, and 
religious proſperity, 


I remain your affectionate Friend and Servi 
R. F. 


LETTER IX. 


TO. A FRIEND. 


SEP. 1 a 

PER, p. 14, 1798 
Fr As ſharp upbraidings in certain caſes 
are like raſping a tender wound, the ſoft and ſoothing 
accents of ſyrapathetic kindneſs, in a ſeaſon of per- 
plexity, are as apples of gold in pictures of ſilver, and 
demand every grateful acknowledgment. Agreeable 
to your requeſt I will proceed to give a particular 


deſcription of the nature and progreſs of that diſ- 


union amongſt the diſſenters here, of which you 
have already had ſome intimations. 

Such was the harmony and mutual eſteem for 
many years ſubſiſting between the congregation and 
myſelf, that we reſembled a muſical inſtrument 


without one diſcordant ſtring ; ; and though after 1 | 


hg 6 a> ©; Of —— - 
5 : * 4 


, . — 
* — en we wag — —  — . 
* 


91 
322 


1 


a 
— * 22 


En 
N P) 


| 


78 


had profeſſedly given up the doctrine of the Trinity, 


and ſuſpected the calviniſtic notion of election, and 
conſequently did not inſiſt upon it, there were ſome 
little ſigns of uneaſineſs, yet in the main there 
appeared a happy agreement, until the ſummer of 
ninety-five; when I took a journey for a month, 
which was the only inſtance of being abſent from 
Billericay more than one Lord's day at a time, ſince 
my firſt coming. On my return 1 perceived that a 
difference had by ſome means been effected in the 


ſtate of a few minds with reſpect to me, finding leſs 


of that cordial eſteem which I had been accuſtomed 
to witneſs. The cauſe of this ſoon became obvious, 
which was, that during my abſence a different ſeed _ 
was ſown in the plantation from what I had been 
ſowing. The miniſter who ſupplied inſiſted much 
on that point of doctrine which I was known to 
have rejected, I mean the Trinity, for at that time 
although doubting, my mind was not diſencumbered 
of the idea that the atonement as moderately ex- 
plained might be a ſcripture truth: and though 
reſpecting ſome other peculiarities of the calviniſtic 
ſcheme, I was not ſo ſtrenuous as once, yet I was 
by no means diſpoſed abſolutely to diſown them. 
This diſſatis faction which appeared to be confined 
to about five or ſix of thoſe, whoſe knowledge, and 


means of improvement were the moſt circumſcribed, 


did not viſibly increaſe for a confiderable time, but 
ſeemed rather to ſubſide; and ſcarcely ever did any 
of the diſſatisfied expreſs to me in private a diſap- 
probation of my ſentiments, or deſire a further 
explanation of my views, than could be gained from 
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public diſcourſes. In the winter of ninety-ſeven 
however J perceived the traces of foreign inter- 
ference, and found that the methodiſm of the neigh- 
bourhood was extending i its contentious influence to 
the revival and increaſe of diſcord and clamour. 
At this time the alteration which had been gradually 
forming in thoſe religious principles, which were 
deemed unexceptionable, aſſumed a modified and 


fixed ſtate, After much ſerious deliberation over 


the ſcriptures my judgment required a poſitive 
renunciation of the ideas of native depravity, and 


natural inability to do the will of God; the neceſlity 


of ſupernatural influence; imputed righteouſneſs for 
perſonal juſtification; and Chriſt's blood being a 
plenary ſatis faction to divine juſtice, or the procuring 
_ cauſe of forgivneſs: and nothing but full conviction 
could have induced me to reſign the prejudices, and 
to ſacrifice the fond endearments, with which I had 
once cheriſhed the latter opinion 1n particular. 
Thus circumſtanced,. conſiſtency and fincerity inca- 
pacitated me for a conciliatory ſtrain, and for 
counteracting methodiſtical influence in a manner 
the moſt likely to be available with them, whoſe 
minds were unſettled. Such repreſentations as I 
was ſure would be moſt acceptable I could not in 
conſcience give, and on ſubjetts concerning which 
their wiſhes were moſt warm, and requiring certain 
forms of expreſſion, I was obliged diſpaſſionately, 
and with the omiſſion of thoſe darling phraſes that 


never tire the ears of ſome people, to addreſs the 


- underſtanding, which did not ſatisfy. Some preach- 
ers came near the town to whom they reſorted, who 
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thought they had feaſon to complain, and the meet- 
ings being public, and novel, and well advertiſed, 
they of courſe attracted notice; and the diſſatisfied 
part of the people began to increaſe. Application 
was made to me to permit a particular favourite to 
have the uſe of the meeting-houſe; and as I ſignified 
that I had no knowledge of the perſon, having never 
ſeen him; and did not chuſe ſuch a connection with 
an entire ſtranger, it gave umbrage, ſtimulated com- 
plaint, and increaſed the avidity to attend the new 
preachers. About the ſame time there was a meet- 
ing of ſeveral miniſters at Rayleigh, ten miles 
diſtant, to adjuſt ſome affairs, where an attempt was 
making to introduce a miniſter in the intereſt of the 
calviniſtic baptiſts; this excited attention, and ſome 
were preſent from this place: when as I have under- 
ſtood they publicly converſed upon the ſtate of 
religion here, amongſt other ſubjects; and bewailed 
that ſuch a town ſhould be deſtitute of the truth, 
ſaying, * Poor Billericay is in dreadful darkneſs, 
and ſome ſteps muſl be taken for ſending the goſpel 
thither.“ It is eaſy to conjecture how this would 
affect the minds of perſons already diſſatisfied, as 
firſt ſpoken, and afterwards detailed, as the language 
of miniſters in good repute, It was calculated to 
make deeper the impreſſion of diſcontent, and com- 
bined with other circumſtances anſwered the purpoſe. 
The diſaffection was probably further advanced by 
the harſh condemnations expreſſed by thoſe whoſe 
intercourſe with the people was more frequent. 
When preachers are ſevere enough to aſſert and 
hearers are ſo weak as to believe that ſocinians and 
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arians are the worſt agents of the devil; it naturally 
follows that upon one, to whom is applied either 
name ſo obnoxious, they will turn the back with 
ſcorn. | 

That ſuch as are complete ſtrangers to every 
liberal purſuit, and whole minds may be called the 
priſons of little thoughts, ſhould greedily ſwallow 
the pereinptory ſayings of thoſe, whom they would 
ſtyle men of great parts, and firſt rate chriſtians, is 
under ſome circumſtances to be looked for; and 
that they ſhould freely anathematize, as heirs of 
perdit:on, all, whoſe views do not accompany their 
own, is not to be wondered at. But they whoſe 
time and induſtry are, or ought to be, devoted to 
the improvement of the underſtanding, ſhould riſe 
ſuperior to the narrow conceits of vulgamprejudice, 
and ill-natured ignorance; for this is more worthy 
of their character. It is not however to be expected 
that calviniſts ſhould approve and recommend con- 
trary ſentiments, any more than that unitarians 
ſhould in courteſy applaud opinions, which they 
habitually conſider to be corruptions of chriſtian 
truth. Nor can any perſon, or ſect, be ſubjett to 
juſt cenſure, for a ſtedfaſt regard to what is deemed 
truth, and a vigorous zeal to promote its intereſt by 


honourable means; let the opinions themſelves be 
what they may. But for any to aſſume dictatorial 


airs, as if an infallibility, and the power of awful 
deciſion were committed to them; for any to pro- 
nounce their peculiar tenets, the eſſentials of chriſti- 
anity, the fundamentals of the goſpel neceſſary to 
be believed for falvation ; and to call the light of 
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heaven excluſively their own; and to pronounce all 
who differ from them in fatal darkneſs, and damnable 
hereſy, is far from laudable. Its folly is as great as 
if the members of a family ſhould aſſert that all the 
rays of the ſun paſs through the puny windows of 
their dwelling, and that all, who are not under their 
roof, are wandering, even at noon day, in the ſhades 
of midnight darkneſs. It is more than folly, it is 
bigotry extremely reprehenſible; it 1s intolerable 
arrogance, compounded of ſuch paſſions as cannot 
controul, without detracting from moral character. 


With this ſpirit it is impoſſible that the fellowſhip 


of the goſpel ſhould be ever realiſed in ſociety, 
unleſs a complete uniformity exiſted, which 1s as 
improbable among free enquirers, as a general equal- 
ity of mental faculty, or corporeal ſtature. To 
hold the ſtates of chriſtian profeſſors ſacred, ought 
to be a common maxim with all ſets, and it ſhould 
be the reſolution of each to abſtain from declaring, 
and even inſinuating, that others are deſtitute of true 
religion; much Tg that they are actuated by a ſpirit 
of malignant hoſtility to the goſpel. 

Counteratted as I am, removal may be the reſult. 
I aſſure you that the idea of leaving a ſituation, 
which I have loved ſincerely, and enjoyed great 
friendſhip and delight in, 1s ſevere beyond expreſ- 
ſion; and all the conſiderations and efforts that 1 


can muſter up, can ſcarcely ſubdue its -painful 


influence; or prevent its ſtated returns, like the 
paroxiſms of a fever, with renewed violence; or 
conceal what I feel, Yet it is not the idea of loſing 
perſonal enjoyment which creates my chiet anxiety, 
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it is other exigence ſometimes painfully anticipated. 
What can be more cutting than to conceive of a 
family curtailed of comforts, occaſioned by what 
young minds might be ready, though very errone- 
ouſly, to deem parental indiſcretion. - Even this 
anxiety is embittered by ſuſpence, which is apt to 
throw every objett of fear in the darkeſt ſhade; and 
to hide from the view favourable circumſtances, 
that certainly might preſent. I have often talked 
of this foe to peace, as a minor does of independence, 
not with his hope, but his ignorance; it is experience” 
alone gives the knowledge of manhood. When 
ſuſpence relates to very ſerious affairs, the animal 
ſpirits at the ſame time drooping, it gnaws the very 
ſtrings of the heart, Let the worſt certainty come, 
I am ſure it will be an aſylum. But why have I 
any ſolicitude in a good cauſe? It is becauſe I have 
human infirmity, though 1t is not the general ſtate 
of my mind. Believing as I do that all things are 
under the wiſe management of heaven, I ought to 
be reſigned to all diſpenſations; and I will endeavour 
to acquit myſelf as a chriſtian, = 

The above reflections have occupied that ſpace, 
which a continuation of my narrative ought to have 
filled; my next ſhall ſupply the deficiency, when 
occurrences ſtill future will have rendered the hiſtory 


more complete. I am, Sir, with much reſpett, &c. 
R. F. 


LETTER X. 
TO THE SAME FRIEND. | 


Nov. 27, 1798. 

Dear Sir, 

Alfter a longer delay than I intended, 

I reſume the relation of the tranſactions leading to 

an open conteſt; +1d terminating in my excluſion. 

All ſhall be addreſſed to your candour, which will 

.readily excuſe any inadvertencies of ſpirit, into 

which the peculiar and paintul circumſtances of my 
critical ſituation, may happen to betray me. 

As the winter fled, and the ſpring of ninety- eight 
advanced, I was continually witneſſing inſtances of 
diſlike and diſdain, ſome expreſſions of which were 

O extremely galling; but they were confined to the 
illiterate, who I believe never had reaſon to accuſe 
me of deſpiſing them, or refuſing any inſtruction 
they defired. Profeſſing the chriſtian religion, which 
I love in ſincerity, and which appeared to conſiſt 
much more in the diſpoſition of the heart, than in 
any opinions entertained in the imagination; I 
thought it my duty patiently to bear all evils, and to kl; 
exerciſe candour and lenity towards my opponents; | 
putting upon their miſtaken conduct the beſt con- 
ſtruction that it would bear. I conſidered not their 
oppoſition as prompted by pique, or actuated by any 
malevolence on account of offence; for that any 
was ever given to the perſons expreſſing diflatisfac- 
tion with my ſentiments, I could not recollect, or 
ſuppoſe. The fact was that their minds were worked 
up to a pitch of enthuſiaſtic tondneſs for the tenets . 
diſcarded by me, which gradually weaned away all 
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affeftion ; and at length rendered me the object of 
their conſcientious averſion. 

In the courſe of this ſpring an addition was made 
to the congregation by two ſtrangers of reſpectability | 
coming to reſide in the town; and being attached to 
the calviniſtic ſyſtem, they wiſhed, as may be ſup- 
poſed, to hear diſcourſes that ſavoured of its doctrines. 
They did not ſhew however, to my knowledge, any 
ſigns of diſpleaſure till about fix or eight weeks after 
their arrival; and they were occaſioned by my 
endeavouring to ſhew, that the tranſlation in Phil. ii. 
6. was inaccurate, and inconſiſtent with the general 
ſtrain of ſcripture; and more eſpecially with the 
poſitive declarations of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. As 
their approbation was generally conſidered to be a 
deſirable acquiſition, and neceſſary to ſecure their 
continuance in the place, of courſe the expreſſions 
of their uneaſineſs contributed largely to the weight, 
that was already thrown into the oppolite ſcale to 
my intereſt, 

Another circumſtance ſhortly after occurred, which 
had a conſiderable tendency to bring on a criſis of 
affairs. At the aſſociation of baptiſt miniſters at 
Harlow, my opinions became a ſubje&t of conſidera- 
tion; when this 1dea prevailed, and was I apprehend 
the concluſion of their ſynodical diſcuſſion. That 
if my principles were ſuch as report ſtated, it was 
incumbent on them to endeavour to ſtop their pro- 
greſs, either by procuring my removal; or intro- 
ducing another miniſter, whoſe ſentiments they 
ſhould approve into the town. Several interferences 
appeared to be the offsets of .this concerted deſign. 
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One perſon who reſides at a conſiderable diſtance of 
rather an officious turn, having ſeveral relatives in 
the congregation, ſtrove to undermine my intereſt in 
their regard by repreſenting the ſentiments I preached 
as unſcriptural and banetul; but it was only with 
one of them, being then ſo well eſteemed by the reſt, 
that his inſinuations availed any thing. T his perſon, 
by his own acknowledgment thus influenced, became 
as buſy in oppoſition as his ſphere would admit. 
During this ſpring a tenement on a common, 
about halt a mile from the town, was licenſed for 
preaching, on a week day evening, and ſeveral 
preachers came to it. There was one 1n particular 
eſteemed a favourite, whoſe attendance was ſtated ; 
and many flocked to hear this extraordinary fine 
man of the green. The nature of his effuſions was 
ſoon apparent in the effetts. Several of the church 
members helides thoſe, who had already abſented 
themſelves, forſook the Lord's table; and the 
monthly church meetings, which had been for ſome 
time dwindling, were almoſt . deſerted. All that I 
delivered concerning chriſtian morals, or the duties 
enjoined by Chriſt's authority, was pronounced by 
ſome dry morality and ſeli-righteouſneſs; and con- 
cernirg Chriſt's revealing the free mercy of God for 
the pardon of penitents, and doing the will of his 
Father; and his announcing a glorious reſurrection, 
and an eternal kingdom of bleſſedneſs for all his 
obedient diſciples, was deemed a poor and empty 
ſtrain, a huſky doctrine that could never warm the 
heart; and commonly called preaching man's wil- 
dom, and not preaching Chriſt. Conſequently 
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rambling abroad on the Lord's day to ſeek for food, 
as it was termed, became a common practice; and 
every endeavour ſeemed to have been uſed by ſome 
perſons to draw away others, as if they had conſpired 
to thin the meeting-houſe as much as poſſible. Ag 
I ſtill believed that the bulk of the congregation, 
and the beſt informed, did not ſee reaſon to object 
againſt me; andas all the reſiſtance I found, was not 
upon the whole a great deal more than I had reaſon 
to expect, in the preſent ſtate of religion, on pro- 
telling the unity of God, and the independence of 
his goodneſs; I could fee no proper occaſion to 


ſignify an inclination to remove; for ſuch a conduẽt 
I thought would have betrayed an unworthy miſtruſt 
of the ground I had taken, and too great an indif- 
ference about the propagation of truth in the face of 


difficulty. Yet as you will readily conceive, 1 
felt my mind peculiarly embarraſled reſpecting the 
ab ſentees from the Lord's ſupper, and the manner of 
proceeding with regard to them, from the circum- 
ſtance of being perſonally concerned ; and my own 
ſentiments being the avowed cauſe of their declining 
to fulfil acknowledged chriſtian duties. The caſe 
was of ſuch delicacy, as impoſed upon me a painful 
ſilent waiting for the commencement of enquiry 
from another quarter. When perſoas become habi- 
tuated to attach vaſt conſequence to human defini- 
tions, and modal differences, and to conſider opinions 
equally dangerous and deſtructive with profligate 
manners, or even more perilous; which is an appre- 
henſion uſually eſtablithed under ſimilar circum- 
ſtances, when religion is eſleemed more a concern 
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of feeling than underſtanding, and of notion than 
character, it is then of little uſe to reaſon on human 
fallibility, and the neceſſity of mutual forbearance 
and charity: and it is fruitleſs to urge the right of 
private judgment, and the claims of conſcience, to 
them who judge the pleader over- ruled by a ſatanic 
power, and ſealed under a ſentence of fatal hereſy. 
But if we poſſeſs ſelf. command, ſuch inſtances will 
not ſo much awaken reſentment as excite commiſera- 
tion; for even in the greateſt extravagances of 
furtous religious zealots the blame 1s in a great 
degree aſcribable to the ſuperſtious notions which 
blind the reaſon, the more liable to be hood-winked 
for being uncultivated; and are at leaſt deficient as 
to the performance of any uſeful ſervice to the 
temper. What the pure principles of chriſtianity 
properly felt will correct, ſuperſtition, if it do not 
aſperate the mind to rancour, leaves to range at large 
in the indulgence of ſplenetic humours, 

In the month of June a meeting of miniſters and 
others was held at Dunmow, for the adjuſtment of 
a plan for diſſeminating chriſtian knowledge in the 
villages of the county, which I attended. On this 
Serail J was informed by one of the miniſters in 
addition to what I had been already appriſed of the 
baptiſt's aſſociation, that a committee of its members 
was deputed to wait on him with enquiries after a 
preciſe ſtatement of my principles; and obſerving 
to this effect, If it ſhould appear that I had fallen 
into the principles of ſocinianiſm, they would ſend 
a miniſter of their connection to Billericay; adding 
in their politeneſs, unleſs the independent aſſociation 
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ſaw proper to adopt ſome deciſive methods in oppo- 
ſition to me. Having no ſentiments to conceal, I 
freely anſwered his interrogations, without treating 
them as an infringement upon my perſonal liberty; 
and ſignified to him that I had no reaſon to ſuſpect 
that the chief part of the congregation, eſpecially 
thoſe to whom I was moſt indebted, was ill diſpoſed 
to my ſupport, but the contrary; though ſome of 
them might not ſee things exactly in the light I did. 
The manner in which tlie independents under ſtood 
the buſineſs, ſoon after appeared in a houſe being 
licenſed under ſanction of their ſociety for ſpreading 
the goſpel, at the diſtance of about three miles from 
this town; and what other ſteps they may have 
taken to counteract me, I have no certain informa- 
tion of, The effect of all this oppoſition from 
perſons whoſe favour and good opinion I could 
never conſider to be trivial, was to ſtimulate my 
re- examination of the ſcriptures, and to make my 
principles paſs under a ſerious and rigid ſcrutiny, 
which cauſed my mind to be more confidently 
eſtabliſhed in the ſentiments ſo zealouſly ſcouted; 
and I conſequently became more publicly explicit 
concerning them. The only' variation diſcoverable 
to me for a few weeks among the people, was a 
more general abſence and increaſing impatience, on 
the part of the diſſatisfied; and ſome appearances of 
an approaching coolneſs with a few beſides. 
Towards the end of Auguſt one of the principal 
fubſcribers, a member of the church, whom I had 
been accuſtomed to eſteem as a reſpectable worthy 
character, came and informed me, that he had 
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received a letter from a ſociety in London, which 
aſſured him that unleſs ſome meaſures were taken by 
the congregation with reſpect to me, it was their inten- 
tion to provide another place of worſhip in the town. 
He diſcovered a mind completely ſubdued by timi— 
dity, and the object of his dread was the ſplitting of 
the congregation; leaving on mine this impreſſion, 
that it was expedient to ſacrifice me to foreign inter- 
N ference, as appearing the only method to prevent a 
diviſion of the people. Thus a new hoſtility reared 
# ö | itſelf to my view, mightier perhaps than any that 
22 had been previouſly ſhewn. Being thus aſſailed 
5 | from ſo many quarters, I was certain of falling, if 
my friends in whom I had placed confidence would 
not ſtand by me, and eſpecially if thoſe who ſeemed 
to have concurred in my opinions in general, felt it 
neceſſary to join in the oppoſition. The week 
following this intimation, on Sep. 5, a meeting of 
the church members was held, when they came to 
no vote, judging it needfu], I ſuppoſe, to know if 
they ſhould have the concurrence of the ſubſcribing 
part of the congregation at large. Accordingly a an 
meeting of the ſubſcribers was called, and held 
Sep. 11, when a propoſal for my diſmiſſion was put 
to the vote; and the numbers on the diviſion were 
nearly alike; but all not being preſent, 1t was not 
conſidered to be deciſive; and when all the voices 
8 were afterwards taken, ſo equal were the votes, as 
1 | they appezred on the liſts for and againſt, that my 
friends could not conſider it to be ſatisfactorily 
aſcertained on which ſide lay the majority; and 
they even thought that a ſcrutiny might probably 
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determine it in their favour. However on Saturday 
evening, Sep. 29, I received from two deputies of 
the church a paper, purporting to be a notice of my 
diſmiſſion; and informing me that the next day 
ſennight was to be the laſt time of preaching in the 
meeting-houſe; and offering as a compenſation for ſo 
ſhort a notice, the payment of ſalary to the Lady-day 
following. That the church members againſt me, 
being far the greater number, had a clear right to 
diſmiſs me from the paſtoral office, could not be 
queſtioned ; but it ſtill remaining doubtful which 
party had the right to the houſe, ſeveral meetings 
were held of the moſt active perſons among my 
friends and apponents; and ſome unpleaſant alter- 
cations took place reſpecting a determination of the 
queſtion, on which ſide lay the greater number of 
juſt votes in the congregation; it being thought by 
the former that to the majority of ſubſcribers, fairly 
aſcertained, would belong the place; and that by 
reference to arbitration was the moſt equitable mode 
of deciding the diſpute. And they further ſuggeſted 
that the deed of the houſe ſhould be appealed to, 
which could not be preſently found; and it was 
therefore agreed that my continuance in it ſhould 
be lengthened a fortnight. During this time the 
meetings were repeated, but arbitration was not 
acceded to. Suffice it to add that a few days 
previous to the termination of the time fixed, my 
friends gave up the contention, which was quite 
agreeable to my wiſhes; and immediately after 1 
had preached the laſt ſermon in the meeting-houſe, 
they tendered to me an invitation to continue among 
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them, I could not but ſeriouſly ponder this expreſ- 
ſion of approbation, and perſonal regard; though 
my mind remained for ſeveral days in a ſtate of 
great heſitation. To an acceptance of this invitation, 
as the moſt eligible mode of proceeding, I was 
if adviſed by ſome diſtant friends, to whoſe judgment 
'F much deference is due; which was approved by my 
own deſire to propagate the principles of truth with 
a people, by whom they were well received; and 
aided by ſome conſiderations of a temporal nature. 
I determined at length to comply, and we have 
| accordingly begun to aſſemble for worſhip in a 
* . ___ dwelling-houſe, with the excited hope of liberal 
aaſſiſtance, in benefactions, for providing a ſuitable 
place of worſhip; to which our attention is directed, 
with truſt in the infinite Author of grace and truth. 
E. | Even to gain the ear of a few perſons in favour of 
1 reaſonable views of religion, may be conſidered in 
1 the preſent day an acquiſition to the cauſe of truth; 
and that but comparatively few in the community at 
large ſhould be well diſpoſed to ſuch opinions, cannot 
be wondered at when all circumſtances paſs under 
review. When we reflect upon the numerous and 
great difficulties, with which plain truth is encom- 
paſſed, and the many and various kinds of di ſadvan- 
tages to which a rejection of the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem 
of doctrine is expoſed; when- we conſider the cate- 
8 chiſms and hymns in common uſe, founded upon that 
3% ſy ſtem, the ſtrong ſupport given to it by the works 
of celebrated pious authors in every hand, alſo its 
hoſt of living advocates and their indefatigable 
exertions in oppoſition to the ſpread of other opin- 
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ions, and the frequent rigorous condemnations of 
them; when we recolle& the miſtranſlations of ſome 
{criptural paſſages, the familiar diſparagements of 
reaſon in religious enquiries, the uſual apologies for 
unintelligible and inconſiſtent propoſitions, as that 
they are inſcrutable myſteries, which may not be 
pried into, nor even looked at without ſolemn ſcru- 
puloſity; when we further contemplate the facility 
with which, ſuch as are of a ſerious turn, are ſub- 
jetted to terror, the objections of the many to much 
thinking, together with the want of leiſure and the 
means of improvement with a great part of mankind, 
the general readineſs to be ſatisfied with a religious 
ſyſtem that cuſtom has ſanctioned, the fancied ſecu- 
rity in ſubſtitutional obedience and ſacrifice, the 
cheriſhed and prevalent conceit that the doctrines of 
calviniſm are ſucceeded and ſupported by a ſuper- 
natural influence, the timidities of conſcience ſo 
ſubject to an undue bias, the power of inveterate 
prejudices, and the comparative eaſe of addreſſing 
people in a ſtrain always gratifying and never 
fatigueing, and the reluctance with which ideas may 
be ſuppoſed to be purſued, which are likely to give 
diſpleaſure; and when to theſe things are added the 
curious anecdotes ſometimes told about ſocinian 
remorſe, and the near kindred of principles under 
this name to ſcepticiſm and infidelity, bearing as the 
hinted or implied moral, that calviniſts are the beſt, 
and unitarians amongſt the worſt men in the world, 
it is not matter of ſurpriſe that errors maintain ſo 
great a degree of ſtability, and that juſt and rational 
ſentiments of the chriſtian doctrine ſhould be ſlow 
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in proceeding towards a general reception; yet 

though filent and flow, the advancement of truth 

may be ſure, as I believe the termination of its 

career will be glorious. 

I have freely declared what I believed to be truth, 

without permitting the fear of afflictive conſequences 
to ſway my judgment or controul my conduct; and 

for it am rejected of men. As long as I have 5 
ſtrength and breath to utter a ſyllable, I hope it will 

be my determined reſolution to aſſert what I under- 

ſtand to be true, and never to palm upon others what 

I conceive or ſtrongly ſuſpett to be falſe, In this 

ſurely I cannot be wrong, into whatever errors the 

imperfection of my mind may lead me. I hate the 

idea of making principles a boaſt, and at the ſame - 

time to have none. I hate varying to the call, of 
occaſions, and that condition of mind which, being 

deſtitute of a ſtedfaſt regard to any worthy object of 

purſuit, enables a perſon to be of this or the other 

profeſſion, as may beſt anſwer a purpoſe. I deteſt 

the canting flummery of hypocriſy, and all the a 
juggles of prieſtcraft. But I reſpect every upright | 

Redfaſt adherent to principles, however oppoſite 

they may be to my own, and even when in obedience 

to the imperious authority of his ſyſtem he condemns 

me; feeling poſſeſſed, in a more liberal view of 
chriſtianity, of an advantage over him. I reſpect the 

calviniſt who from conſcientious motives and by 

methods worthy of a chriſtian, makes it his endeavour 

to oppoſe, and even to ſuppreſs ſentiments which I 

revere, becauſe he acts conſiſtently with his views, 

and diſcuſhon will be promoted which is favourable 
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to truth; and I muſt lament whenever zeal in alliance 
with an amiable charatter becomes intemperate. 
Had I ſecretly diſbelieved chriſtianity, or even been 
inclined to think lightly of its evidences, and its 
bleſſings, I would never have endured inconveniences 
and trouble tor its ſake; it ſhould have been turned 
to another uſe, if any dealing with it were continued. 
All ſvitems-of doctrine would then have been alike 
indifferent to me, and I would certainly have made 
that the object of my profeſſed eſteem and attachment 
which ſhould beſt have ſuited the taſtes of thoſe 1 
wiſhed to pleaſe, or might be intereſted in gratifying. 
When gain is the object, and policy the agent to 
employ the means of acquiſition, it will at leaſt 
endeavour to chuſe the fitteſt inſtrument for accom- 


pliſhing the deſign. Had 1 ſought eaſe and applauſe 


an unitarian profeſſion, rightly underſtood, muſt have 
appeared very widely apart from the road to either. 
Inſtead of this I either ſhould not have troubled my 
mind about points of doctrine, or have deſi ſted from 
the purſuit of enquiries, when old opinions were 
beginning to ſhake. Had the principles ſuggeſted 
by worldly conſiderations actuated my proceeding, I 
ſhould have managed to perſuade myſelf into a 
method of compounding with error, or have hurried 
ſqueamiſh ſurmiſes to the ſhelter of a ſubterfuge, or 
have remained a calviniſt in profeſſion after I ceaſed 
to be one in opinion; at leaſt there ſhould have been 
a requiſite portion of orthodoxy retained in my ſup- 
poſed creed to anſwer all occaſions: but I muſt then 
have been unjuſt, and have wanted that which 1 
eſteem of unſpeakably more value than all ſublunary 
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chings, the approbation of my own mind. I have 


abandoned many tenets which I once eſteemed from 


a thorough conviction, after much deliberation, that 
they are not true, that they cannot he true, It is 
now to me impoſſible that what is irrational, prepoſ- 
terous, and contradictory, ſhould be the purport of 
a divine revelation. Whatever is abſurd in its 
nature, muſt be falſe in its pretenſions; abſurdity and 
falſehood are relative terms. Eftimated by the rule 
of viſible loſs and profit, I have been a loſer by a 
change of opinion. I have loſt earthly good, many 
enjoyments, and what I more lament, being more 
eſtimable, much friendſhip ; and put my future com- 
fort in this life at great hazard. Yet I do not repent 
that I have renounced the errors which I thought, 
and ſtill think, debaſe the chriſtian truth. Had I 
poſſeſſed a biſhoprick of ten thouſand a year, depend- 
ing on a profeſſion of calviniſm, I ought to have been 
ſufficiently diſintereſted to have choſen rather to 
reſign the emolument than preſerve it by wronging 
conſcience in a league with antichriſt; for ſuch it 
muſt have been to me. I believe what I have aſſerted 
to be the plain truths of the goſpel, and I hope, 
though I cannot account for human frailty in the day 
of temptation, that I ſhould have had firmnefs enough 
to have avowed them in a ſimilar ſituation, had the 
threatened puniſhment been to ſpend the reſidue of 
my days in a dungeon: having, I truſt, reſpect to the 
recompence of reward at the reſurrection of the juſt, 
I remain, with fincere regard, &c. 


R. F. 


FINIS, 
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